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Why Community Matters
“It’s going to take individuals, and communities, and 
systems working together collectively to do this. And 
that’s a paradigm shift.”

—Bethany Johnson-Javois,
Managing Director of the Ferguson Commission

This is the first data book released by the 
Family and Community Trust (FACT), the Missouri 
KIDS COUNT partner to the Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation (AECF). The FACT is built on a foundation 
of 20 Community Partnerships, linked closely to 
state government leadership, which share the 
commitment of developing solutions to improve 
the lives of children and families in Missouri. 

During the time since the last Missouri KIDS 
COUNT data book was published, community 
played a major role on the national stage and as 
a catalyst for conversation in Missouri news and 
events. It is the growing attention focused on 
communities and the new Missouri KIDS COUNT 
organization that centers on community that 
persuaded us to title the narrative backdrop for 
this data book Why Community Matters.

Today it is said that a person’s zip code is a 
stronger predictor of health and future success 
than their DNA. Research suggests that children 
are particularly vulnerable to their surroundings 
and to disadvantaged social environments. We 
know that the percentage of children living in 
persistent poverty is increasing. For example, 
analyses of the Census Bureau’s American 

Community Survey data have shown that the 
number of people living in high poverty 
neighborhoods (i.e., census tracts where the 
federal poverty rate is 40% or more) has nearly 
doubled nationally since 2000.1 

Last year, one book in particular powerfully 
described the impact of community on children 
by analyzing changes to an Ohio community over 
the past 60 years—Our Kids: The American Dream 
in Crisis, by Robert D. Putnam.2  The 
community depicted by Putnam could be 
anywhere in Missouri. The world he described is 
at odds with what we want for our 
communities — the wealthy are better educated; 
they have community cohesion and resources; 
the “air bags deploy” when their kids get into 
trouble. Schools and communities are more 
fragmented and less inclusive than in days gone 
by. Those more fortunate are less likely to have 
first-hand knowledge of the lives of poor children 
and are less likely to see the growing opportunity 
gap. 

As Richard Reeves pointed out, “With fewer 
social ties and connections between the haves 
and have-nots, it becomes harder for people to 
see themselves in the others’ shoes: the 

1 Bishaw, A. (2014). Changes in areas with concentrated poverty: 2000 to 2010. US Census Bureau. Retrieved from http://www.cen-
sus.gov/library/publications/2014/acs/acs-27.html
2 Putnam, R. D. (2015). Our kids: The American dream in crisis. New York. Simon & Schuster. 
3 Reeves, R. (2015, May 14). Question: Is poverty an economic or cultural problem? Answer: Yes. The Brookings Institution. Retrieved 
from http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2015/05/14-poverty-economics-culture-reeves
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economic gap becomes an empathy gap. When 
social ties weaken, stereotypes flourish.”3 

Missouri played a prominent role in the 
conversation about community when the 
protests in Ferguson led national news during the 
summer of 2014. Ferguson’s struggles, as a 
suburban community, are shared by many 
communities surrounding large cities across the 
country. The events in Ferguson exposed the 
gaps, the isolation, and the fragmentation in our 
communities. “Ferguson can and should 
represent a collective awakening to the issues 
that many in our region knew and understood, 
but for many others were invisible. Now they are 
not” (The Ferguson Commission).4 

The FACT Community partnerships, along with 
many other less heralded community 
builders, are busy working to bridge the gaps and 
strengthen social bonds in Missouri—they are 
rebuilding one family, one neighborhood, one 
community at a time. Improving children’s lives 
requires people to understand the challenges and 
changes faced by their communities. The FACT, 
as the governance organization for Missouri KIDS 
COUNT, is committed to advocating for 
community-level change, by using its resources 
to provide relevant and understandable social 
data for Missouri communities.

Family and Community 
Trust (FACT) History
In the 1990s with what has been described as “a 
rare vision and a risk-taking spirit,” a group of 
state agency leaders sowed the seeds, set the 
ground rules, and made a commitment that 
continues today. The initiative was rooted in 
flexibility in processes, simplification of 
budgeting, and relinquishing centralized 
control, with the goal that local leaders could 

offer programs reflecting the needs and values of 
the community. This shift in thinking grew out of 
concerns that communities were being 
undermined by large social problems that were 
diminishing agency budgets. The only way to 
make a lasting impact was to partner with 
communities around collective improvement. 
Working through the red tape, navigating 
systems, easing and surmounting boundaries 
and instructing everyone involved to “just make 
it happen,” created some flexibility in the state 
bureaucracy. Caring Communities had its start 
in St. Louis in 1989, built around the Walbridge 
Elementary School. Five months later a Caring 
Communities project expanded to the counties 
of Knox and Schuyler in the northeast region of 
the state.

In November 1993, Executive Order (93-43) was 
signed by Governor Mel Carnahan, creating a 
new alliance to further the collaborative efforts 
of state agencies. At the core of the Executive 
Order was the establishment of the Family 
Investment Trust (FIT) for the purpose of 
promoting collaboration and innovation in 
service delivery for Missouri’s children and 
families. It called for changes in how and where 
services were delivered, and it also mandated 
that local decision-making be utilized in the 
process. FIT was purposefully staffed with 
leaders from state departments, along with 
corporate and civic community leaders from 
around the state, to form a policy-setting body 
serving as the vehicle for collaborative 
decision-making and for technical assistance 
guiding the work of the Caring Communities. The 
Trust’s goal was and remains to achieve better 
results for children and families by revamping the 
way services are delivered, decisions made, and 
dollars spent.

In 2001, Executive Order (01-07) was signed by 
Governor Bob Holden, which changed the name 

4 The Ferguson Commission (2015). Forward through Ferguson: A path towards racial equity. Retrieved from http://forward-
throughferguson.org/report/executive-summary/
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FIT to the Family and Community Trust (FACT). In 
the years that followed, 21 Caring Community 
organizations would expand into all corners of 
the state, as well as the three large 
metropolitan areas, to implement this new 
collaborative approach with state agencies 
serving children and families. The organizations 
involved shared six common core areas: Parents 
Working, Children Safe, Children Ready to Enter 
School, Children and Families Healthy, Children 
and Youth Succeeding in School, and Youth Ready 
to Enter the Workforce. 

Since 2003, the FACT has been a non-profit 
corporation. Its 19-member Board reflects a 
unique and effective membership of executive 
leadership representing nine state agencies, and 
it includes top leaders from the private, civic, and 
education sectors. The FACT Board governs the 
work of the now 20 Community 
Partnerships (formerly Caring Communities). 
The FACT Board’s membership is a model for 
public-private leadership. The directors from 
the Departments of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, Higher Education, Health and Senior 
Services, Social Services, Mental Health, Labor, 
Corrections, Economic Development, and Public 
Safety come together four times a year, along 
with their private sector counterparts and the 
Community Partnerships, to learn, dialogue, and 
collaborate, solely focused on improving the lives 
of children and families.

The 20 Community Partnerships, employing 
1,378 staff, range from large urban non-profits to 
small staffed non-profits in rural locations. They 
are each guided by a local Board, totaling 266 
citizen members around the state, who help 
them set the agenda for how to best improve the 
lives of the community’s children and families. 
The average tenure of a Partnership Executive 
Director is 10.5 years; in total they account for 
211 years of combined leadership experience 
embedded in the communities they serve. In 
2015, the Partnerships served approximately 
534,123 Missourians, relied on 264,974 volunteer

hours, and garnered over $4.5 million in other 
local investments throughout the state.

From the first release of The Missouri KIDS 
COUNT Data Book in 1993, the Community 
Partnerships have utilized data effectively out of 
necessity, like many other non-profit service 
organizations, relying on funding sources that 
require results. In 2014, the FACT applied to the 
AECF to become the KIDS COUNT affiliate in 
Missouri, primarily because the work of a KIDS 
COUNT organization directly aligned with the 
mission and purpose of the FACT and its network 
of Community Partnerships. The FACT and the 
Community Partnerships offer what few other 
non-profits can to this role—sustainability, 
statewide reach, committed resources, and 
top-level state agency leadership buy-in and 
membership. 

The FACT is now in its third year as the AECF 
KIDS COUNT grantee showcasing a model that 
relies on the Board’s membership, particularly 
the state agency leaders and policymakers who 
collaborate across agencies to benefit children, 
and on the Partnerships as the community-based 
advocates who highlight what works, offer direct 
links to children’s lives and stories, and educate 
policymakers and lawmakers. Their experience 
and commitment are reflected in the programs 
and successes highlighted in the story boxes 
throughout the data book, serving as prime 
examples of why community matters.

The Value of Community
As illustrated by the Partnership stories and data 
presented throughout this data book, 
community involvement is crucial for addressing 
social issues that affect children because no one 
else can better identify and understand the 
challenges and needs of a community than its 
own members. Community involvement also 
provides local control to communities to 
prioritize the challenges and needs they deem 
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most important. In addition, involving 
community representatives can result in more 
effective prevention and intervention programs 
as they will be based on a more in-depth 
understanding of contextual and sociocultur-
al factors of which state-level decision makers 
might not be aware. Community representatives 
can also pre-assess programs before they are 
implemented on a larger scale, thus allowing for 
an informed approach to solving potential issues. 
This bottom-up approach empowers 
communities by encouraging them to take 
ownership of the programs they help to develop, 
which, in turn, has a positive impact on program 
sustainability. Community representatives can 
also act as stakeholders, overseeing and ensuring 
that the challenges and needs of their respective 
communities are addressed. 

Accurate, timely data represent a fundamental 
tool for the development and evaluation of 
programs and policies created to address the 
needs and challenges in a community. Statistics, 
facts, and figures can all inform the initial stages 
of program development by providing
information about the scope and depth of the 
issues at hand. A systematic collection of data 
also allows for the evaluation of the impact of 
programs by providing a quantitative estimate or 
a qualitative account of factors that improved or 
worsened as a result of program efforts. In 
addition, when data are collected repeatedly 
over various time points, with appropriate study 
designs, they can be used to evaluate the 
effectiveness of programs and policy intervention 
efforts, as well as factors that may account for 
changes over time. 

Access to affordable, quality health care is essential to 
Missouri’s children and families. So, in 2002, when Health 
Midwest — a large Kansas City area non-profit hospital 
system — decided to sell to HCA, the largest U.S. for-profit 
hospital system, LINC, the Kansas City area Community 
Partnership, went to work to ensure the community-owned 
assets continued to support quality health care in the 
community.

LINC and its Board facilitated and informed the community 
conversation. They developed background information on 
the topic of health conversion foundations and engaged 
skilled advocacy organizations. They brought the issue to 
the attention of the Missouri Attorney General, the state’s 
legal entity for determining the outcome of proceeds from 
such sales.

LINC provided information to the Kansas City community 
on the impact of hospital closures and the existing and 
potential racial disparities in health outcomes influenced by 
access and quality of care.
  
At the time of the Health Midwest sale, the LINC chair was 
Landon Rowland, a talented business leader with a deep 
interest in health care.

 “LINC is committed to a community process in which all 
voices are heard and that results in some form of 
community governance of these charitable proceeds,” said 
former LINC Chair Landon Rowland at the initial public 
hearing held by the Missouri Attorney General.

The result of this community advocacy and engagement 
was the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City 
(HCF), which was created in 2003 and received over $400 
million in 2004. HCF serves a six-county area including 
Kansas City, MO.

HCF has made over $200 million in grants to over 400 
organizations over the past decade. HCF has emerged as a 
leader of health care reform and advocacy in the area and 
promoted significant accomplishments with tobacco 
cessation, active living, healthy lifestyles, and mental 
health.

Community
Partnerships

 as 
Change
Agents

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Conclusion
The FACT is uniquely situated as a model for 
bringing together state agency leadership and 
communities to participate in problem solving 
on behalf of our children. This work to improve 
the lives of children must be rooted in easy to 
understand, reliable, transparent, and persuasive 
data, leading to evidence-based programs and 
policies. Combining our focus on community as 
the medium for change, and using data as the 
essential tool, we must ensure that the 
Missouri KIDS COUNT Data Book is reflective of 
our model and values. In the coming year we will 
be working with our data and research partners 
to showcase new indicators that will improve our 
understanding of child well-being. To read more 
about the future Missouri KIDS COUNT 
indicators, see pages 65 - 67.

In addition to the data book, we will continue to 
offer feature articles on the Missouri KIDS COUNT 
website that showcase the intersection of cur-
rent topics, data, and stories from 
communities. Visit http://mokidscount.org/
stories/ for feature stories and infographics on 
school nurses, childhood asthma, immuniza-
tions, poverty, and other relevant topics related 
to child well-being in Missouri.

We thank the Annie E. Casey Foundation for their 
commitment to and support of the new Missouri 
KIDS COUNT model. 

Data Book Strengths and 
Limitations
The data presented in this book provide a basic, 
yet essential, tool to examine the status of 
children in Missouri. The book includes important 
outcome measures organized in four domains 
(Economic Well-Being, Health, Child Protection 
and Safety, and Education), which are reported 
at the state and county levels. The data reported 
in the state and county profiles provide 
information about how the state and counties 
are doing as a whole and whether there are 
differences in each outcome measure from 
previous to present years. Such data can 
illustrate which counties may benefit from 
receiving more assistance and thus inform the 
allocation of state services and resources. These 
estimates can also inform state and county
efforts aimed at improving the quality of life for 
children throughout the state. In summary, the 
data presented in the Missouri KIDS COUNT Data 
Book provide a descriptive snapshot of children’s 
well-being at the state and county levels. 

As with any other data source, the information 
presented in this book has some limitations that 
should be acknowledged. For example, reporting 
at the state and county level does not capture 
potential differences in child well-being across 
communities, neighborhoods, schools, or 
families. In addition, although the reported 
figures across years provides information on 
trends, further research is needed to identify 
the specific factors responsible for fluctuations. 
Moreover, the data reported in this book are 
drawn from multiple sources that differ in how 
data are gathered. It is possible that some 
subgroups are not adequately represented 
(including hard-to-reach populations such as 
undocumented immigrants and homeless 
families) or that the groups sampled from one 
year to the next are different. Given these
limitations, the numbers reported in this data 
book are intended to serve as discussion points 

to draw attention to pressing issues affecting 
children in Missouri, augment other pertinent 
data, spur further research, and help develop 
more effective policies and intervention efforts.

Methodology
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Methodology
Data Sources
Missouri KIDS COUNT is based upon secondary 
data provided by our state partner data- 
collection agencies as well as credible national 
entities, such as the U.S. Census Bureau. More 
information on data sources can be found in the 
Data Notes and Sources section.

In order to provide the most up-to-date 
information possible, we use the most recent 
Census Bureau data (usually from the American 
Community Survey or ACS) whenever possible. 
Because the data are derived from sample-based 
surveys, they represent estimates, not actual 
counts. This method also guarantees that 
geographic areas, such as counties, with smaller 
populations (less than 65,000) will require more 
than one year before a sufficiently large sample 
has been accumulated to provide reliable 
estimates for such areas. For these areas, the 
ACS now provides five-year estimates (for 
example, 2010-2014). For counties with less than 
65,000, certain contextual indicators are based 
on five year estimates (e.g., children under 6 in 
poverty, children in single-parent families). For 
geographic areas that have populations of at 
least 65,000, one-year estimates are typically 
available.

The Missouri KIDS COUNT state and county pages 
include six outcome measures reported by base 
year, 2010, and current year, 2014. For four out-
come measures (low birthweight infants, infant 
mortality, child deaths, and teen unintentional 
injury/homicides/suicides), five-year periods 
of data are aggregated to provide more stable 
rates. In addition, data from 17 contextual 
indicators are provided to give additional 
supplementary information. As with the outcome 
measures, contextual indicator data are reported 
for base and current time periods.

Counts and Rates
On the state and county pages, both counts 
(number) and rates are given for the outcome 
measures. The count represents the number of 
cases (e.g., children, incidents, events) that meet 
the outcome measure definition over a given 
number of years (one or five years, 
depending on the measure). A count is 
presented for both the base and current time 
periods. The rate represents the ratio of cases 
measured by the indicator to the total possible 
population of cases that could be affected over 
the one- or five-year period. The ratio is 
expressed as either a percent or a rate per a 
specific increment of the population, such as 
“per 1,000” or “per 100,000.” Depending on the 
contextual indicator, it is expressed as a rate or 
count.

Trends over Time
On the state and county pages,symbols are used 
to describe the direction of the trend (improving, 
worsening, no change) between the base and 
current periods for all outcome measures. An 
upward arrow       indicates outcomes for children 
are improving, while a downward arrow           
indicates a decline in the well-being of children. 
The sideways arrow            means the figure was 
unchanged. 

The state and county pages also provide ranks 
for outcome measures. Ranks are used in 
Missouri KIDS COUNT to generate conversations 
about trends in child and family well-being. 
However, because they are relative measures, 
rankings do not provide any information about 
whether a county is doing well with respect to 
overall well-being or specific outcome 
measures. There are situations where a county 

ꜛ

ꜛ

ꜛ
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has improved over time with respect to an 
outcome measure, but since other counties have 
made more progress, the county’s ranking stayed 
the same or even dropped. 

Rather than focusing on a county’s exact rank, it 
can be more useful to consider whether a 
county’s rank has changed more than 20% over 
time, which is one quintile. This is because there 
is often very little difference between counties 
that are ranked closely together. For the 115 
geographies analyzed in the Missouri KIDS 
COUNT, a 20% change in a county’s rank would 
be a change of at least 23 places. Counties 
that have smaller populations may see greater 
amounts of change on an outcome measure from 
year to year, as compared to counties with larger 
populations. Besides population size, counties 
also differ on other characteristics, such as region 
of the state. It is advised to compare counties 
that are similar by population size or regional 
location when making use of rank information.

Online Data Tool
OSEDA maintains an interactive data tool 
(http://missourikidscountdata.org) for Missouri 
KIDS COUNT that houses longitudinal data going 
back over 20 years. Older versions of the data 
book can also be accessed at this site. In 
addition, Missouri data can be accessed via the 
ACEF KIDS COUNT Data Center (http://datacen-
ter.kidscount.org).

Outcome Measures Graphs 
and Doughnut Graphs
Each outcome measure features a double-axis 
graph that shows both the count (bar graph) as 
well as the rate (line graph) for that measure over 
time. For example, in the graph Children under 18 
in poverty, the number of children in poverty for 
each year is represented by a bar, with the 
number axis to the left. For this outcome 
measure, the rate is percent, which is
represented by a line graph, with the percent 
axis to the right.  
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You will note that some graphs are double 
doughnut graphs, which display percentages 
using portions of a doughnut (circle). The
portions in color correspond to the 
percentages graphed. For example, in the graph, 
Children under 18 in poverty, the turquoise 
portion represents Missouri’s percentage 
(21.3%), whereas the red portion is the U.S. 
percentage (21.7%). If the percentage was 50%, 
it would take up one-half of the doughnut.

in poverty

Key Findings
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Key Findings

Outcome Measures and 
Contextual Indicators

For Missouri KIDS COUNT, there 
are two categories of data that are 
tracked: outcome measures and 
contextual indicators. 

Outcome measures refer to the 10 
major outcomes that have been 
chosen as the primary data for 
tracking how children are faring in 
Missouri. Besides reflecting 
important facets of child 
well-being, these measures were 
chosen because they can be 
changed over time through policy. 

The 17 contextual indicators 
provide context by giving 
additional data that can assist in 
interpreting the outcome 
measures, including the most 
recent demographic information.

The Missouri KIDS COUNT Data Book 
provides information on measures of child 
well-being for the state, its 114 counties, and St. 
Louis City. By showing data trends across time 
and geographic areas, this book gives local and 
state policymakers, as well as other child 
advocates, the crucial information they need to 
make informed decisions regarding how best to 
support the well-being of children across the 
state.

To track changes over time, Missouri KIDS COUNT 
provides recent data and compares it with data 
from past years. For this data book, the current 
years are 2014 and 2010-2014 (for outcome mea-
sures and contextual indicators that require ag-
gregation over time), and the base data years are 
2010 and 2005-2009. (Please note that the exact 
years for which data are provided differ slightly 
for outcome measures and contextual indicators 
based on the nature of the data.)

Between the base and current time periods, 
seven Missouri KIDS COUNT outcome measures 
improved and three worsened. Outcome 
measures that improved were:
 births to teens
 teen unintentional injury/homicides/
 suicides1 
 annual high school dropouts
 births to mothers without a high school   
 diploma
 infant mortality
 child deaths
 low birthweight infants

The three outcome measures that worsened 
were:
 children under 18 in poverty2 
 child abuse/neglect and family 
 assessments
 children entering/re-entering state 
 custody3 

1 Renamed from Teen violent deaths.
2 New outcome replacing Students enrolled in free/reduced price  
    lunch.
3 Renamed from Out-of home placement entries.
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Births to teens, ages 15-19 (per 1,000)

Teen unintentional injuries/homicides/
suicides (per 100,000)

Annual high school dropouts

Births to mothers without a high school 
diploma

Infant mortality (per 1,000 live births)

Child deaths, ages 1-14 (per 100,000)

Low birthweight infants

Children under 18 in poverty

Children entering/re-entering state 
custody (per 1,000)

Substantiated child abuse/neglect cases 
and family assessments (per 1,000)

Outcome Measures by Percent Change from Base to Current 
Time Periods

-26.5%

-25.4%

-24.2%

-20.3%

-12.3%

-10.8%

-1.2%

1.4%

18.2%

38.2%

Improved

Worsened
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38.2%

A summary of how children 
and families are doing based 

on Missouri KIDS COUNT 
domains is provided in the 

following sections.

Although the Great Recession technically lasted 
from December 2007 to June 2009,4  its 
lingering effects continue to be felt by many 
families, particularly those who live close to and 
below the poverty level. For 2014, the overall 
poverty rate for the U.S. and Missouri was 15.5%, 
which means that more than 1 in 7 people lived 
at or below the federal poverty threshold. The 
poverty rate for children under 18 and for 
children under 6 is even higher for both the state 
and nation. 

Based on Missouri KIDS COUNT outcome 
measures and contextual indicators, the overall 
picture for the economic well-being of Missouri’s 
children and families was mixed. The trend for 
births to mothers without a high school diploma 
was positive, meaning that fewer children were 
born to young mothers who are more likely to 
struggle to provide the optimal care and support 
needed for children, especially during the earliest 
years. The primary poverty outcome measure, 
children under 18 in poverty, increased slightly 
(1.4%), whereas the contextual indicator children 
under 6 in poverty decreased slightly (-3.1%). 

Services related to poverty also decreased from 
2010 to 2014. Although the poverty rate changed 
relatively little between 2010 and 2014, 
families are using most services related to 
poverty much less in 2014 than 2010. This 
suggests that there may be other factors 
influencing their use of state-based services be-
sides income level. 

On the positive side, adult unemployment also 
decreased substantially in Missouri from 2010 to 
2014, from 9.4% to 6.1%, a 35% decrease; the 
U.S. unemployment rate also decreased 35% 
during the same time period.

Economic Well-Being

4 National Bureau of Economic Research. (n.d.). US Business 
Cycle Expansions and Contractions. Retrieved January 6, 2016, 
from http://www.nber.org/cycles.html

The St. Joseph Youth Alliance Youth Employment 
Program realized the northwest Missouri region had two 
concerns that could be solved together:
 Many youth were unskilled, underemployed or   
 unemployed. 
 The region lacked a trained and certified labor   
 pool for industrial jobs. 

Youth Alliance staff learned of an Environmental Career 
Training program offered through MO-KAN Regional 
Council from a United States Environmental 
Protection Agency grant. This program aimed to strengthen 
a region’s industrial workforce by training and certifying 
workers in Asbestos/Lead Abatement, CPR/First Aid, 
Hazardous Waste Operations/Emergency Response 
(HAZWOPER), Mold Awareness and OSHA Construction 
Safety for a wide range of industries and job sites.

Youth Alliance identified three young men as candidates 
who had dropped out of high school and had faced 
financial/employment challenges. After all three obtained 
their HiSET (High School Equivalency Test), the Youth 
Alliance supported them through the St. Joseph School 
District Adult Basic Education Program and through their 
application process to the Environmental Career Training 
program.  Each competed in tryouts for slots, which graded 
applicants on their ability to work together, communicate 
effectively, follow instructions and meet team goals. All 
three were selected and completed the 6-week training.

Committed to the employment success of these youth, 
the Youth Alliance is working with the Greater Kansas City 
Laborers Training Center to assist the three with an 
apprenticeship program, which, when successfully 
completed, will result in a Journeyman title with middle 
class wages and benefits.  

Youth 
Employment

Program

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Poverty in Missouri 
and in the U.S., 2014

Percent Change for Poverty and 
Services Related to Poverty, 

2010-2014

Children under 
18 in poverty

Children under 
6 in poverty

1.4%

-3.1%

Children 
in families 
receiving 
child care 
assistance

Children 
in families 
receiving 

Temporary
Assistance

Children 
in families 
receiving 

SNAP (food 
stamps)

-27.1%
-22.9%

-7.5%

Missouri KIDS COUNT 2016 Data Book Release18

* Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)
+One year estimates (ACS)

+
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Health
Based on Missouri KIDS COUNT outcome 
measures, the overall picture for the health of 
Missouri’s children was positive. The percent 
of low birthweight infants decreased from the 
2005-2009 rate of 8.1% to the current period’s 
2010-2014 rate of 8.0%. (However, it should be 
noted that the rate was lower almost 20 years 
ago; the 1993-1997 rate was 7.6%). The infant 
mortality rate has declined 12% since 2005-2009, 
when the rate was 7.3 infants per 1,000 births to 
the current 2010-2014 rate of 6.4. This is due to 
a combination of improved medical technology 
and public health outreach efforts. Despite these 
improvements, during the years 2010 through 
2014, over 2,400 Missouri babies died before 
their first birthday. 

The Health domain contextual indicators paint 
a different picture. The percentage of children 
eligible for MO HealthNet for Kids (Medicaid) 
decreased slightly between 2010 and 2014 from 
36.9% to 36.1%. Although not a contextual 
indicator, the percent of children under 18 with 
health insurance also decreased from 93.8% to 
92.8% in the same time period for Missouri.5 
For the U.S., the trend was reversed; 94.0% of 
children had health insurance in 2014 compared 
to 92.0% in 2010. Also showing a negative trend 
was the number of children receiving public 
mental health services, which increased 14.5% 
from 2010 to 2014.

Children 
eligible for MO 
HealthNet for 

Kids

Missouri
children with 

health insurance

U.S. 
children with

health insurance

2010

2010

2010

2014

2014

2014

36.9%

93.8%

92%

36.1%

92.8%

94%

Health Insurance Coverage for 
Children, 2010 & 2014

5 Based on American Community Survey (ACS) estimates.
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Child Protection & Safety
For this domain, the outcome measures provide 
a mixed picture for Missouri children. On the
positive side, two of the measures decreased 
from 2005-2009 to 2010-2014: child deaths 
(-10.8%) and teen unintentional injuries/
homicides/suicides (-25.4%). On the other hand, 
from 2010 to 2014 two outcomes increased: 
substantiated child/abuse neglect cases and family 

assessments (38.2%) and children entering/
re-entering state custody (18.2%). It should be 
noted that the increase in substantiated child/
abuse neglect cases and family assessments is 
mostly due to the increase in family 
assessments,6 which increased 40.1% from 2010 
to 2014, whereas substantiated child abuse and 
neglect cases only increased 3.8%.

Child deaths, 
ages 1-14

(per 100,000)

Teens 15-19
unintentional

injuries/homicides/
suicides 

(per 1,000)

Substantiated
child abuse/neglect

cases and family
assessments 
(per 1,000)

Children
entering/re-entering

state custody
(per 1,000)

19.4 17.3

63.1

47.1

31.9

43.2

4.4 5.2

Child Protection and Safety Outcomes over Time

2010 2014

6 Family assessments are counted whether OR not services were required. The increase in family assessments since 2010 may 
be due to actual increases in concerns regarding abuse/neglect, but are also likely due to administrative changes (elimination of 
mandated reporter referrals) and legal requirements (change in law that requires all mandated reporters to report; no longer are 
designees appointed).
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Education

The two outcomes for education have shown 
improvements over time. The 2014 high school 
dropout rate of 2.5% was the lowest seen in 
decades, and a decrease from the 2010 rate of 
3.2%. Although the percentage may seem low, 
over 6,500 students dropped out of public high 
schools during the 2013-2014 school year, 
increasing their risks of economic insecurity and 
other negative outcomes.

The outcome with the biggest positive change 
was Missouri’s teen (15-19) birth rate, which 
declined 26.5% between 2010 and 2014, to 27.2 
births per 1,000 teens—the lowest rate since 
2000. However, Missouri’s rate is slightly higher 
than the 24.2 for the entire U.S.7  In 2014, about 
5,200 teens gave birth in Missouri. Although the 
number of teens giving birth has fallen over time, 
thousands of teen mothers and their children 
remain at risk for poverty, unemployment/under-
employment, and health problems.

7 Hamilton, B.E.,  Martin, J.A.,  Osterman, M.J.K.,  Curtin, S.C., & 
Mathews, T.J. (2015).  Births:  Final data for 2014.  National Vital 
Statistics Reports, 64(12), 1-64.  Retrieved from  http://www.
cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr64/nvsr64_12.pdf

Annual 
high school

dropouts

2010 2014

3.2% 2.5%

Births to teens
ages 15-19
(per 1,000)

37.0

2010 2014

27.2

Education Outcomes over Time
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Child Well-Being 
in Missouri

Introduction
The Missouri KIDS COUNT Data Book provides 
information on measures of child well-being for 
the state, its 114 counties, and St. Louis City. By 
showing data trends across time and geographic 
areas, this book gives local and state 
policymakers, as well as other child advocates, 
the crucial information they need to make 
informed decisions regarding how best to 
support the well-being of children across the 
state. The outcome measures and contextual 
indicators (see box) are organized into four 
primary domains: Economic Well-Being, Health, 
Child Protection and Safety, and Education. 

To track changes over time, Missouri KIDS COUNT 
provides recent data and compares it with data 
from past years. For this data book, the current 
years are 2014 and 2010-2014 (for outcome 
measures and contextual indicators that require 
aggregation over time), and the base data years 
are 2010 and 2005-2009. (Please note that the 
exact years for which data are provided differ 
slightly between outcome measures and 
contextual indicators based on the nature of the 
data.)

Outcome Measures and 
Contextual Indicators

For Missouri KIDS COUNT, there 
are two categories of data that are 
tracked: outcome measures and 
contextual indicators. 

Outcome measures refer to the 10 
major outcomes that have been 
chosen as the primary data for 
tracking how children are faring in 
Missouri. Besides reflecting 
important facets of child 
well-being, these measures were 
chosen because they can be 
changed over time through policy. 

The 17 contextual indicators 
provide context by giving 
additional data that can assist in 
interpreting the outcome 
measures, including the most 
recent demographic information.
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 Missouri KIDS COUNT tracks 10 major outcome measures related to 
child well-being.

Children under 18 in poverty

Births to mothers without a high 
school diploma

Low birthweight infants

Infant mortality (per 1,000 live 
births)

Child deaths, ages 1-14 (per 
100,000)

Substantiated child abuse/
neglect cases and family assess-
ments (per 1,000)

Children entering/re-entering 
state custody (per 1,000)

Teen unintentional injuries/
homicides/ suicides, ages 15-19 
(per 100,000)

Annual high school dropouts

Births to teens, ages 15-19 (per 
1,000)

Economic 
Well-Being

Health

Child 
Protection

& Safety

Education
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To supplement the outcome measures, Missouri KIDS COUNT also 
tracks 17 additional contextual indicators. These indicators provide 

supporting information related to the outcome measures.

Students enrolled in free/reduced price lunch

Children under 6 in poverty

Children in single-parent families

Children in families receiving child care assistance 
(per 1,000 in poverty)

Children in families receiving Temporary Assistance

Children in families receiving SNAP (food stamps)

Average annual wage/salary

Adult unemployment

Children eligible for MO HealthNet for Kids

Children receiving public mental health services

English language learners

Licensed child care capacity (per 1,000)

Accredited child care facilities

Juvenile law violation referrals, ages 10-17 (per 1,000)

Child population

Children as % of total population

Minority children

Economic 
Well-Being

Health

Education

Demographics
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Demographics

In 2014, 1.39 million children under 18 lived in 
Missouri, making up 23.0% of the total 
population of 6.06 million. About one-third of 
the Missouri child population is under 6 years old. 
Children of color make up nearly one-quarter of 
(24.6%) of the total population in Missouri 
compared to nearly one-half (48%) in the U.S. 
The child population is much more diverse in 
comparison to the adult population in both 
Missouri and the U.S. Compared to the U.S., 
Hispanics/Latinos make up a much smaller 
percentage of the Missouri total population and 
child population under 18. (All data in this section 
are from the 2014 American Community Survey.)

32.1%

34.1%

33.0%
Under 6 years

6 to 11
years

12 to 17
years

Child Population in Missouri, 2014

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
Missouri 

total 
population

Missouri 
total 

population

U.S.
total 

population

U.S.
total 

population

U.S.
child

population

U.S.
child

population

Missouri 
child

population

Missouri 
child

population

White Black/ 
African American

American Indian
and Alaska Native

Asian Some other race Two or more races

Not Hispanic/
Latino

Hispanic/Latino

Missouri and U.S. Population, Total and Children Under 18, 2014 
       By Race    By Hispanic/Latino Status
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Missouri State Profile
Outcome Measures

Number Rate Trend

Economic Well-Being
Children under 18 in poverty

Births to mothers without a high school 
diploma
Health
Low birthweight infants*+ 

Infant mortality (per 1,000 live births)+

Child Protection & Safety
Child deaths, ages 1-14 (per 100,000)*+

Substantiated child abuse/neglect cases 
and family assessments (per 1,000)* 

Children entering/re-entering state custody 
(per 1,000) 
Teen unintentional injuries/homicides/
suicides, ages 15-19 (per 100,000)+
Education
Annual high school dropouts

Births to teens, ages 15-19 (per 1,000)

Contextual Indicators

2010 20102014 2014

Economic Well-Being
Students enrolled in free/
reduced price lunch

Children under 6 in poverty

Children in single-parent families

Children in families receiving child 
care assistance (per 1,000 in poverty)

Children in families receiving
Temporary Assistance

Children in families receiving SNAP

Average annual wage/salary

Adult unemployment

Health
Children eligible for MO HealthNet 
for Kids
Children receiving public mental 
health services

Education
English language learners

Licensed child care capacity 
(per, 1000)

Accredited child care facilities

Demographics
Child population

Children as % of total population

Minority children
*Outcome not included in Composite County Rank
+Data based on 5-year time spans; 2005-2009 and 2010-2014

21.0% 21.3%

17.2% 13.7%13,094 10,271

32,390

2,947

30,345

2,418

8.1%

7.3

8.0%

6.4

293,856 289,287

1,139

45,441

6,236

1,345

1,006

61,463

7,259

957

19.4

31.9

4.4

63.1

17.3

44.1

5.2

47.1

9,190

7,625

6,540

5,230

3.3%

37.0

2.5%

27.2

2010
2014

1,423,109
1,392,623

2010
2014

23.8%
23.0%

2010
2014

23.8%
24.6%

2010
2014
2010
2014
2010
2014
2010
2014
2010
2014
2010
2014
2010
2014
2010
2014

46.8%
50.0%
25.5%
24.7%
33.3%
35.0%
158.1
115.3
4.8%
3.7%

37.5%
34.7%

$41,749
$45,325

9.4%
6.1%

2010
2014
2010
2014

36.9%
36.1%
21,292
24,388

2010
2014
2010
2015
2010
2015

19,986
27,268

105.8
116.7

557
424

ꜜ
ꜜ

ꜜ
ꜛ
ꜛ
ꜜ

ꜜ
ꜛ

ꜜ
ꜜ

LEGEND: é Better   ê Worse   è No Change
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Trend
Missouri Minority Profile
Outcome Measures

Economic Well-Being
Births to mothers without a high school 
diploma
Health
Low birthweight infants+ 

Infant mortality (per 1,000 live births)+

Child Protection & Safety
Child deaths, ages 1-14 (per 100,000)+

Substantiated child abuse/neglect cases 
and family assessments (per 1,000) 

Children entering/re-entering state custody 
(per 1,000) 

Teen unintentional injuries/homicides/
suicides, ages 15-19 (per 100,000)+

Education
Annual high school dropouts

Births to teens, ages 15-19 (per 1,000)

Minority 
2010

18.5%24.7%

12.5%

12.7

11.8%

9.9

24.3

25.1

4.3

83.1

7.5%

56.8

4.7%

31.9

Minority 
2014

Non-
Minority 

2010

Non-
Minority 

2014

Non-
Minority 
Trend

20.2

43.1

4.2

57.7

15.0% 12.3%

7.0%

6.1

6.9%

5.4

19.3

26.1

4.2

60.0

16.3

44.5

5.2

43.1

3.3%

31.6

1.8%

24.2

ꜛ

ꜛ

According to American Community Survey 2014 
data, there are just under 1.4 million children 
under 18 living in Missouri. Almost one in four 
(24.6%) of these children are of a racial minority. 
Although still a relatively small part of the overall 
child population, Hispanic children now make up 
6.3%, a proportion double what it was in 2000.

The table above shows outcomes by minority 
status for the base and current years. Minority 
refers to individuals who are African American, 
Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, some other race, a 
combination of races, and/or who identify as 
Hispanic/Latino. Nonminority refers to non-His-
panic White individuals. In general, both groups 
have experienced more positive trends than 
negative ones. For minority children in Missouri, 
eight outcomes improved and one worsened. For 
nonminority children, seven outcomes improved 

and two worsened. For both groups, the rate 
of substantiated child abuse/neglect cases and 
family assessments worsened. For nonminority 
children, the rate of children entering/re-entering 
state custody also worsened over time. 

Despite the mostly positive trends for both 
groups, minority teens are far more likely to give 
birth and to have low birthweight infants 
compared to their nonminority peers. Non-
minority mothers are more likely to have at least 
a high school diploma. Minority teens are more 
likely to drop out of high school and to 
experience deaths due to homicides, suicides, 
and unintentional injuries compared to non-
minority teens. On the other hand, minority 
children experience slightly lower rates of 
substantiated child abuse/neglect and family 
assessments and are less likely to enter/
re-enter state custody in comparison to 
nonminority children.

Minority 
Trend

ꜛ

+Data based on 5-year time spans; 2005-2009 and 2010-2014

ꜜ

ꜜ

ꜛ ꜛ
ꜛ ꜛ

ꜛ ꜛꜛ

ꜜ ꜜ

ꜜ ꜜ
ꜜ ꜜ
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County Composite Rank

How the County 
Composite Rank is
Calculated
Counties are assigned a rank between 1 (best) 
and 115 (worst) to describe the relative 
well-being of their children compared to 
Missouri as well as other counties and St. Louis 
City. A county composite rank is calculated for 
each county based on six of ten outcome 
measures:

 children under 18 in poverty 
 births to mothers without a high school   
 diploma 
 infant mortality 
 children entering/re-entering state 
 custody 
 annual high school dropouts 
 births to teens. 

Four measures (low birth weight
infants, child deaths, child abuse and neglect, 
and violent deaths) are not used to calculate 
this rate due to instability in the data. Values on 
the six outcome measures are translated into 
z-scores, the z-scores are averaged for each 
county, and counties are then ranked based on 
average overall z-scores. The ranks assist those 
interested in enhancing well-being by 
providing information on which counties have 
the greatest and least needs.

Cautions about Using the 
County Composite Rank 
and Other Ranks
The purpose for using ranks in Missouri KIDS 
COUNT is to facilitate conversations about 
general trends in child well-being. As stated 
earlier, they are useful in situations when people 
need to make judgments about which areas have 
the greatest needs relative to others. However, 
because they are relative measures, rankings 
do not provide any information about whether 
a county is doing well with respect to overall 
well-being or specific outcome measures. There 
are situations where a county has improved over 
time with respect to an outcome measure, but 
since other counties may have also made 
progress, the county’s ranking stayed the same 
or even dropped. 

Rather than focusing on a county’s exact rank 
(or its change from one report to the next), it can 
be more useful to consider whether a county’s 
rank has changed more than 20%, which is one 
quintile. This is because there is often very little 
difference between counties that are ranked 
more closely together. For the 115 geographies 
analyzed in Missouri KIDS COUNT, a 20% change 
in a county’s rank would be a change of at least 
23 places. Counties that have smaller populations 
may see greater amounts of change on an out-
come measure from year to year, as compared to 
counties with larger populations. Besides 
population size, counties also differ on other 
characteristics, such as region of the state. It is a 
advised to compare counties that are similar by 
population size and/or regional location when 
making use of rank information.
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1 - 23
24 - 46
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Missouri KIDS COUNT Composite County Rank

1 - 23

24 - 46

47 - 69

70 - 92

93 - 115

Missouri KIDS COUNT Composite County Rank 

County Ranks 
1.  St. Charles
2.  Platte
3.  Clay
4.  Christian
5.  Ste. Genevieve
6.  Nodaway
7.  Cass
8.  St. Louis
9.  Boone
10.  Johnson
11.  Lincoln
12.  Gasconade
13.  Osage
14.  Maries
15.  Jefferson
16.  Howard
17.  Lewis

18.  Atchison
19.  Andrew
20.  Bates
21.  Carroll
22.  Warren
23.  Holt
24.  Franklin
25.  Clinton
26.  Adair
27.  Monroe
28.  Caldwell
29.  Pulaski
30.  Lafayette
31.  Harrison
32.  Perry
33.  Gentry
34.  Chariton

35.  Cape Girardeau
36.  Polk
37.  Macon
38.  Montgomery
39.  Greene
40.  Cole
41.  Livingston
42.  Clark
43.  Dade
44.  Mercer
45.  Miller
46.  Shelby
47.  Marion
48.  Ozark
49.  Cooper
50.  Putnam
51.  Stone

52.  Moniteau
53.  Camden
54.  Ray
55.  Saline
56.  Schuyler
57.  Benton
58.  Pettis
59.  Barton
60.  Callaway
61.  Carter
62.  DeKalb
63.  Buchanan
64.  Bollinger
65.  Hickory
66.  Randolph
67.  St. Francois

68.  Taney
69.  Morgan
70.  Knox
71.  Howell
72.  Daviess
73.  Douglas
74.  Crawford
75.  Ralls
76.  Scotland
77.  Phelps
78.  Worth
79.  Vernon
80.  Iron
81.  Pike
82.  Lawrence
83.  Henry

84.  Audrain
85.  Scott
86.  Madison
87.  Dent
88.  Jasper
89.  Jackson
90.  Shannon
91.  Sullivan
92.  Linn
93.  Wayne
94.  Newton
95.  Webster
96.  Stoddard
97.  Laclede
98.  Washington
99.  Barry

100.  Texas
101.  Cedar
102.  New Madrid
103.  Butler
104.  Dallas
105.  Oregon
106.  Reynolds
107.  Grundy
108.  Wright
109.  St. Clair
110.  McDonald
111.  Pemiscot
112.  Mississippi
113.  Ripley
114.  Dunklin
115.  St. Louis City
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County Composite Rank 
by Population Category

Missouri’s counties are quite diverse, especially 
with respect to population. Our largest 
county, St. Louis, has just over 1 million 
residents, whereas the smallest county, Worth, 
has about 2,000 residents. To assist people with 
using the county composite rank, we divide 
Missouri’s 115 counties into three categories 
based on population: metropolitan, micropolitan, 
and rural. Missouri KIDS COUNT users have found 
it useful to look at ranks within these categories 
to make more meaningful comparisons about 
how counties ranked within a year. 

The population categories are based on the 
Census Bureau’s Core Based Statistical Areas 
(CBSAs), which consist of counties that are 
part of an urbanized area. A metropolitan area 
contains a core urban area of at least 50,000 in 
population, whereas a micropolitan area has an 
urban area of 10,000-49,999. Both metropolitan 
and micropolitan areas consist of the county that 
contains the core urban area, as well as any 
adjacent counties that have a high degree of 
economic and social integration with the core 
urban area, as measured by commuting-to-work 
patterns. In some cases, relatively smaller 
counties are classified as part of a metropolitan 
area, even though their own population is not 
especially large. Counties that are not part of a 
metropolitan or micropolitan area are considered 
rural for this purpose.

Metropolitan
County         Rank in                  Rank
       Metropolitan Whole State 
St. Charles     1   1
Platte      2   2
Clay      3   3
Christian     4   4
Cass      5   7
St. Louis     6   8
Boone      7   9
Lincoln      8   11
Osage*      9   13
Jefferson	 	 		10	 	 	 15
Andrew*    11   19
Bates*       12   20
Warren     13   22
Franklin     14   24
Clinton*     15   25
Caldwell*    16   28
Lafayette    17   30
Cape Girardeau    18   35 
Polk     19   36
Greene     20   39
Cole     21   40
Moniteau*    22   52
Ray     23   54
Callaway    24   60
Dekalb*     25   62
Buchanan    26   63
Bollinger*    27   64
Jasper     28   88
Jackson    29   89
Newton     30   94
Webster    31   95
Dallas*     32   104
McDonald*    33   110
St. Louis City    34   115

*Counties with less than 30,000 that are still part of a 
metropolitan area
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Micropolitan
County         Rank in                  Rank
       Micropolitan Whole State 
Nodaway
Johnson
Lewis
Adair
Pulaski
Clark
Marion
Stone
Saline
Schuyler
Pettis
Randolph
St. Francois
Taney
Howell
Ralls
Phelps
Audrain
Scott
Laclede
Butler
Dunklin

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

6
10
17
26
29
42
47
51
55
56
58
66
67
68
71
75
77
84
85
97

103
114

Rural
County         Rank in                  Rank
        Rural  Whole State 
Ste. Genevieve
Gasconade
Maries
Howard
Atchison
Carroll
Holt
Monroe
Harrison
Perry
Gentry
Chariton
Macon
Montgomery
Livingston
Dade

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

5
12
14
16
18
21
23
27
31
32
33
34
37
38
41
43

Rural (Continued)
County         Rank in                  Rank
        Rural  Whole State 
Mercer
Miller
Shelby
Ozark
Cooper
Putnam
Camden
Benton
Barton
Carter
Hickory
Morgan
Knox
Daviess
Douglas
Crawford
Scotland
Worth
Vernon
Mercer
Pike
Lawrence
Henry
Madison
Dent
Shannon
Sullivan
Linn
Wayne
Stoddard
Washington
Barry
Texas
Cedar
New Madrid
Oregon
Reynolds
Grundy
Wright
St. Clair
Pemiscot
Mississippi
Ripley

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

44
45
46
48
49
50
53
57
59
61
65
69
70
72
73
74
76
78
79
81
81
82
83
86
87
90
91
92
93
96
98
99

100
101
102
105
106
107
108
109
111
112
113
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Source: Missouri KIDS COUNT
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 11 Mar 2016

County Type
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Rural

Missouri KIDS COUNT

Rural

Micropolitan

Metropolitan

Missouri KIDS COUNT
Metropolitan, Micropolitan, Rural Map 
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Economic Well-Being

Children Under 18 in Poverty Replaces Students Enrolled in 
Free/Reduced Price Lunch Program

Due to administrative changes in how children qualify, students enrolled in the free/reduced price 
lunch program has become a less accurate indicator for child poverty.* Accordingly, Missouri KIDS 
COUNT has replaced it with Children Under 18 in Poverty, based on annual Small Area and Income 
Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) provided by the Census Bureau.

Two factors have driven the changes in Missouri: Direct Certification and the Community 
Eligibility Provision. The Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 required schools to 
establish by school year 2008-09 a system to directly certify children for free school meals based 
on whether the child’s household received Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits—without the need for household applications. Beginning in 2014-15, the 
Community Eligibility Provision provides the option to offer free meals to all students in school 
districts and schools in high poverty areas. (See http://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/SP45-
2015os.pdf for more information.) For school year 2015-16, 88 school districts and 339 schools 
serving 113,917 students (13% of all enrolled) in Missouri participated. Because these two 
programs have increased the percentage of children eligible for free/reduced price lunch, it has 
become a less reliable indicator of poverty over the last several years.

A family’s economic circumstances have a 
great impact on a child’s ability to develop into a 
healthy, productive adult. Missouri KIDS COUNT 
provides data on many indicators related to 
economic conditions for Missouri’s children and 
families, including child poverty, employment, 
and enrollment in federal assistance programs, in 
order to provide a full picture of how our children 
are faring. 

Missouri KIDS COUNT tracks two economic 
well-being outcome measures: 

 Children under 18 in poverty (NEW!)
 Births to mothers without high school   
 diplomas

In addition, eight contextual indicators of 
economic well-being are reported:

 Students enrolled in free/reduced price   
 lunch program
 Children under 6 in poverty
 Children in single-parent families
 Children in families receiving Temporary  
 Assistance
 Children in families receiving SNAP 
 (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
 Program; food stamps) 
 Average annual wage/salary
 Adult unemployment

NEW OUTCOME:

*http://nces.ed.gov/blogs/nces/post/free-or-reduced-price-lunch-a-proxy-for-poverty.
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Economic Key Points

Children under 18 
in poverty

+1.4%
Worsened

2010

21.0% 21.3%
compared to 2014

Birth to mothers 
without high school 

diplomas

-20.4%
Improved

2010

17.2% 13.7%
compared to 2014

Students enrolled 
in free/reduced 

price lunch

+6.8%

2010

46.8% 50.0%

compared to 2014

Children under 6 
in poverty

-3.1%

2010

25.5% 24.7%

compared to 2014

Children in single-
parent families

+5.1%

2010

33.3% 35.0%

compared to 2014

Children in families
receiving child care

assistance (per 1,000 
in poverty)

-27.1%

2010

115.3 158.1

compared to 2014

Children in 
families receiving 

Temporary Assistance

-22.9%

2010

4.8% 3.7%

compared to 2014

Children in
families receiving

SNAP

-7.5%

2010

37.5% 34.7%

compared to 2014

Average annual
wage/salary

+8.6%

2010

$41,749 $45,325

compared to 2014

Adult
unemployment

-27.1%

2010

9.4%

compared to

6.1%

2014

Economic Well-Being Outcomes

Economic Well-Being Contextual Indicators
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6.1%

Perhaps the biggest factor impacting child and 
family well-being in the United States, as well 
as Missouri, is the economy. Although the Great 
Recession technically lasted from December 2007 
to June 2009,1  its lingering effects continue to be 
felt by many families, particularly those who live 
close to and below the poverty level. For 2014, 
the poverty rate for the U.S. and Missouri was 
15.5%, which means that more than 1 in 7 people 
lived at or below the federal poverty threshold. 
The poverty rate for children under 18 and for 
children under 6 is even higher for both the state 
and nation. 

Child poverty in Missouri differs significantly by 
race as well as Hispanic status. White and Asian 
children are least likely to be in poverty 
compared to children who are Black/
African-American, American Indian, other races, 
and two or more races. Hispanic children also 
show a higher than average poverty rate.

Economic hardship can have profound negative 
effects on children’s health and development. 
Children growing up in families with low incomes 
have a greater risk for delays in cognitive 
development and learning problems,2,3  as well 
as mental disorders and antisocial behaviors.4  
Recent brain imaging studies have shown that 
poverty affects the physical structure of chil-
dren’s developing brains. Compared to children 
not in poverty, children growing up in poverty 
have smaller brains overall, as well as important 
structural differences in the frontal and temporal 
lobes (which are involved in attention, planning, 
and executive control), as well as the hippocam-
pus and amygdala (which are critical for memory, 
emotion processing, and stress regulation).5,6

All Children

White

Black/African 
American

Asian

American 
Indian

Hispanic/
Latino

Some other
       race

Two or more
races

21.2%

17.1%

41%

12.6%

24%

35.2%

25.9%

30.9%

Poverty in Missouri 
and in the U.S., 2014

Children in Poverty in Missouri by 
Race and Hispanic/Latino Status, 

2014

* Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)
+ One year estimates (ACS)

+
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Based on Missouri KIDS COUNT outcome 
measures and contextual indicators, the overall 
picture for the economic well-being of Missouri’s 
children and families was mixed. The trend for 
births to mothers without a high school 
diploma was positive, meaning that fewer 
children were born to young mothers who do 
not have a high school degree and are thus more 
likely to struggle to provide the optimal care and 
support needed for children, especially during 
the earliest years. In 2014, 13.7% of all births were 
to mothers without a high school education, 
compared to 17.2% in 2010. Despite the drop, 
over 10,000 babies were born in 2014 to mothers 
who have less than a high school education.

The primary poverty outcome measure, children 
under 18 in poverty, increased slightly from 2010 
to 2014, from 21.0% to 21.3%. In the U.S. for the 
same years, the figure also increased slightly, 
from 21.6% to 21.7%. For Missouri, the 
contextual indicator children under 6 in 
poverty decreased slightly (-3.1%) between 2010 
and 2014; the U.S. experienced a similar small 
drop (-4.1%) between the same years. It should 
be noted that the outcome measure, children 
under 18 in poverty, is based on Small Area and 
Income Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) provided by 
the Census Bureau. SAIPE estimates are based 
on statistical models that include data from the 
American Community Survey (ACS) as well as 
summary data from SNAP participation, 
Supplemental Security Income recipiency,
federal income tax returns, and economic data 
from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). The 
indicator, children under 6 in poverty, is based on 
ACS estimates (surveys of households). The 
differences in methodology between the two 
estimates may be one reason why the trends are 
different for the two age groups.

Outcome Measures

Births to Mothers without 
a High School Diploma

Children Under 18 in 
Poverty

Missouri’s Increase in Concentrated Poverty

Concentrated poverty is a risk factor for children, families, neighborhoods, and entire 
communities. Compared to middle- and upper-income areas, high-poverty areas are more 
likely to have higher rates of crime, violence, and unemployment. The number of children living 
in high-poverty neighborhoods has increased from 74,000 to 139,000 since 2000 in Missouri.* This 
88% increase reverses a trend from the 1990s, when this number actually decreased. A 
high-poverty neighborhood is defined as a census tract where at least 30% of residents live below 
the federal poverty threshold.
*

The Annie E. Casey Foundation,KIDS COUNT Data Center. Children living in high poverty areas (Table). Retrieved February 1, 2016, from http://datacenter.kid-
scount.org/data/tables/6795-children-living-in-high-poverty-areas?loc=1&loct=2#detailed/2/2-52/false/1376,1201,1074,880,11/any/13891,13892
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20%
18%
16%
14%
12%
10%
8%
6%
4%
2%
0%

18,000
16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000

0
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Births to Mothers without a 
High School Diploma

Outcome Measure:

Number

Percent

0.0% - 12.1%

12.2% - 19.1%

19.2% - 28.9%

29.0% - 42.1%

42.2% - 71.0%

Missouri (2014) = 13.7%

Improved
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50,000

0
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Children Under 18 in Poverty
Outcome Measure:

Number

Percent

8.9% - 17.7%

17.8% - 23.5%

23.6% - 28.7%

28.8% - 35.4%

35.5% - 47.8%

Missouri (2014) = 21.3%

Worsened
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Services related to poverty also decreased from 
2010 to 2014. Although the poverty rate changed 
relatively little between 2010 and 2014, families 
are using most services related to poverty much 
less in 2014 than 2010. This suggests that there 
may be other factors influencing their use of 
state-based services besides income level.

Students enrolled in free/reduced lunch increased 
6.8%, from 46.8% in 2010 to 50.0% in 2014. 
Although this indicator has lost some of its proxy 
power over time due to administrative changes, 
the increase over time is consistent with the idea 
that many families are still struggling in the 
post-Great Recession years.

Percent Change for Poverty and 
Services Related to Poverty,

 2010-2014

Children under 
18 in poverty

Children under 
6 in poverty

1.4%

-3.1%

Children 
in families 
receiving 
child care 
assistance

Children 
in families 
receiving 

Temporary
Assistance

Children 
in families 
receiving 

SNAP (food 
stamps)

-27.1%
-22.9%

-7.5%

Imagine eating your best meal of the day at 
school.  Then school closes during summer and 
you lose access to healthy meals.  To address 
this need, Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer 
for Children (SEBTC), a federal demonstration 
project, randomly selected low-income fam-
ilies to receive extra funding during summer 
months for each child for food purchases.

USDA granted SEBTC funds to Missouri 
beginning in 2011. Missouri FACT’s Community 
Partnerships in St. Louis (ARCHS), Kansas City 
(LINC), and Mississippi County collaborated 
with state government (DSS, DHSS, and DESE) 
and local school districts to make the SEBTC 
funds available to children. 

St. Louis had the greatest need of the 14 
national demonstration communities based on 
the percent of households living in poverty and 
measured by employment patterns and 
existing use of food stamps.  ARCHS focused 
their demonstration on assisting families 
experiencing unexpected financial hardships, 
such as an unexpected hospitalization or death.  

A mother of five children said SEBTC was like 
winning the lottery, explaining the amount per 
month “doesn’t seem like much — until you 
don’t have it.”

During the three summers of SEBTC 
demonstrations projects in St. Louis, 14,400 
children were fed, and more than 90% of 
benefits available to the St. Louis project were 
used.

Summer 
Electronic 

Benefit 
Transfer for 

Children

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS
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In Missouri, over one-third of children (34%) live 
in single parent families. This percentage has 
been increasing over time both in Missouri and 
the U.S. Children who grow up in single-parent 
families generally do not have access to the 
same economic and human resources as those 
growing up in two-parent families. Two-parent 
families tend to have higher household incomes 
and more assets than single-parent families. As a 
result, single parents may find it more 
challenging to maintain a high quality of home 

and out-of-home experiences for their children.7  
In addition, economic hardship may increase 
single parents’ psychological distress and 
decrease sensitive caregiving.8  These factors can 
lead to negative effects on children’s 
cognitive and social development and impact 
their long-term academic achievement.9  
Children of color—except for Asians—are more 
likely to live in single-parent families compared 
to White children in both Missouri and the U.S.

All

White

Black/
African American

American Indian and 
Alaska Native

Asian/
Pacific Islander

Hispanic/
Latino

Some other
race

Two or
more races

U.S.Missouri

Percent of Missouri and U.S. Children under 18 in Single-Parent 
Families by Race and Hispanic/Latino Status, 2014

34%

27%

66%

47%

16%

53%

53%

44%

35%

28%

65%

51%

17%

40%

42%

41%
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One of the most positive economic trends for 
Missouri is adult unemployment, which decreased 
substantially in Missouri from 2010 to 2014, from 
9.4% to 6.1%, a 35% decrease (the U.S. unem-
ployment rate also decreased 35% during the 
same time period).10 However, the 2014 unem-
ployment rate differs greatly in Missouri depend-
ing on race and ethnicity. Asian/Pacific Islanders 
have the lowest unemployment rate, followed by 
Whites, and Hispanics/Latinos. Blacks/African 
Americans have the highest unemployment rate, 

with more than 1 in 8 people unemployed.

The unemployment rate continues to fall; the 
Missouri unemployment rate for December 2015 
was 4.4%, and the U.S. rate was 5.0%.11

Between 2010 and 2014, the average annual 
wage and salary also increased 8.6% in Missouri, 
from $41,749 to $45,325. In the U.S. during the 
same time period, wages increased 9.8%.12 

All White Black/
African 

American

American 
Indian and 

Alaska 
Native

Asian/
Pacific 

Islander

Hispanic/
Latino

Some 
0ther
race

Two or
more races

6.1% 5.2%

12.9%

9.7%

3.5%

7.8%
9.5%

6.8%

Missouri Unemployment Rate by Race and Hispanic/Latino Status, 
2014

1  US Business Cycle Expansions and Contractions, National Bureau of Economic Research. Retrieved from www.nber.org/cycles.html
2

 Votruba-Drzal, E. (2003). Income changes and cognitive stimulation in young children’s home learning environments. Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 
341-355.
3 Brooks-Gunn, J. &, Duncan, G. J.  (1997). The effects of poverty on children. Future Child, 7(2), 55-71.
4

 Yoshikawa, H., Aber, J. L., & Beardslee, W. R. (2012). The effects of poverty on the mental, emotional, and behavioral health of children and youth: Impli-
cations for prevention. American Psychologist, 67(4), 272-284.
5

 Luby, J. et al. (2013). The effects of poverty on childhood brain development: The mediating effect of caregiving and stressful life events. JAMA Pediatrics, 
167(12), 1135-1142.
6 Hair, N. L., Hanson, J. L., Wolfe, B. L., & Pollak, S. D. (2015). Association of child poverty, brain development, and academic achievement. JAMA Pediatrics, 
169(9), 822-829.
7 Votruba-Drzal, E. (2003). Income changes and cognitive stimulation in young children’s home learning environments. Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 
341-355.
8 Votruba-Drzal, E. (2006). Economic disparities in middle childhood development: Does income matter? Developmental Psychology, 42, 1154-1167.
9 Luby, J, et al. (2013) The effects of poverty on childhood brain development: The mediating effects of caregiving and stressful life events. JAMA Pediatrics, 
167, 1135-1142.
10 United States Department of Labor. (n.d.) Labor Force Statistics from the Current Population Survey. Retrieved January 8, 2016, from http://data.bls.gov/
timeseries/LNU04000000?years_option=all_years&periods_option=specific_periods&periods=Annual+Data
11 Bureau of Labor Statistics (2016, January). Unemployment rates for states. Retrieved January 26, 2016 from www.bls.gov/web/laus/laumstrk.htm
12 U.S. Regional Economic Analysis Project. (2015, November). Average earning per job structure by major NAICS industry, United States. Retrieved Janu-
ary 22, 2016, from https://united-states.reaproject.org/analysis/industry-structure/industries_by_region/average_earnings_per_job/tools/0/
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Health

A healthy start in life provides children with 
the necessary foundation for healthy develop-
ment and the capacity to learn. Missouri KIDS 
COUNT provides data on indicators related to 
children’s physical and mental health, including 
mortality statistics, child eligibility for Medicaid, 
and public mental health services.
 
Missouri KIDS COUNT tracks two health 
outcome measures:
 
  Low birthweight infants
  Infant mortality

In addition, two other health and mental health 
contextual indicators are reported:

 Children eligible for MO HealthNet for   
 Kids
 Children receiving public mental health   
 services

In 2004, the Caring Community Council in Cape 
Girardeau County knew it had to respond to the 
oral health needs of its children.  By working with 
community partners, the Oral Health Coalition 
was established in 2005. By 2006 the Missouri 
Oral Health Preventive Services Program was 
providing screening events in daycares and 
schools throughout the county. 

Celebrating its 10th Anniversary in 2016, the 
program is staffed by an Oral Health Coordinator, 
who collaborates with 13 school nurses, 16 day-
care directors, 37 volunteer dental professionals 
and 20 lay volunteers. In the 2014-2015 school 
year, 5,565 children between the ages of 3 and 
18 received a dental screening, and 4,001 had a 
fluoride varnish applied. 

To test the success of this program, the Caring 
Community Council tracked its outcomes:  
 In 2008, 2,731 students were screened;   
 6.5% of those screened were in need of   
 urgent dental care, and 12.6% were in   
 need of early dental treatment. 
 In 2014, 5,565 students were screened;   
 only 2% of those screened were in need  
 of urgent dental care, and just 7% were   
 in need of early dental treatment. 

Oral Health 

Program

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS



Missouri KIDS COUNT 2016 Data Book Release 43

Health Health Key Points

Low birthweight
infants

-1.2%
Improved

2005-
2009

8.1% 8.0%
compared to

2010-
2014

Infant mortality
(per 1,000 live births)

-12.3%
Improved

7.3 6.4
compared to

Health Outcome Measures

Health Contextual Indicators

2005-
2009

2010-
2014

Children eligible for
MO HealthNET 

for KIDS

-2.1%

2010

36.9% 36.1%
compared to 2014

Children receiving
public mental

health services

+14.5%

21,292 24,388
compared to2010 2014
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Outcome Measures

Low Birthweight Infants Infant Mortality
Based on Missouri KIDS COUNT outcome 
measures, the overall picture for the health of 
Missouri’s children was positive. The percent of 
low birthweight infants decreased from the 2005-
2009 rate of 8.1% to the current period’s 2010-
2014 rate of 8.0%. However, it should be noted 
that the rate was lower almost 20 years ago; the 
1993-1997 rate was 7.6%. In general, the smaller 
the baby at birth, the higher the risk for 
immediate problems and developmental issues 
throughout their lives.1  The percentage of low 
birthweight infants is much higher among 
children of color (11.8%) than it is for White 
children (6.9%).

Infant mortality has long been an indicator of the 
health of a community, state, and nation 
because of its association with such factors as 
maternal health, quality and access to 
medical care, socioeconomic conditions, and 
public health practices. Infants are more likely to 
die before their first birthday if they live in unsafe 
homes and neighborhoods or have inadequate 
nutrition, health care, or supervision. In 
Missouri, the infant mortality rate declined 12% 
from 2005-2009, when the rate was 7.3 infants 
per 1,000 births, to the current 2010-2014 rate 
of 6.4. This is due to a combination of improved 
medical technology and public health outreach 
efforts. Despite these improvements, during the 
years 2010 through 2014, over 2,400 Missouri 
babies died before their first birthday.

Leading Causes of Infant 
Mortality in Missouri

In 2014, the leading causes of infant death 
were:
 
 perinatal conditions (most related to  
 prematurity)
 congenital malformations (birth 
 defects)
 unintentional injuries (most due to 
 suffocation)2
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Percent Low Birthweight Infants by County, 2010-2014

Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 26 Jan 2016
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Infant Deaths (per 1,000 Live Births) by County, 2010-2014

Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 26 Jan 2016
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Children 
eligible for MO 
HealthNet for 

Kids

Missouri
children with 

health insurance

U.S. 
children with

health insurance

2010

2010

2010

2014

2014

2014

36.9%

93.8%

92%

36.1%

92.8%

94%

Health Insurance Coverage for 
Children, 2010 & 2014

Despite positive news overall with respect to 
infant mortality, there continue to be large 
disparities between Whites and Blacks/African 
Americans in Missouri and the U.S. Black/African 
American infants are more than twice as likely 
to die during their first year of life compared to 
White infants.

The Health domain contextual indicators paint a 
less positive picture. The percentage of children 
eligible for MO HealthNet for Kids (Medicaid) 
decreased slightly between 2010 and 2014 from 
36.9% to 36.1%. Although not a contextual in-
dicator, the percent of children under 18 with 
health insurance also decreased from 93.8% to 
92.8% in the same time period for Missouri.3 For 
the U.S., the trend was reversed; 94.0% of 
children had health insurance in 2014 compared 
to 92.0% in 2010. 

The contextual indicator that addresses mental 
health also showed a negative trend. Children 
receiving public mental health services increased 
14.5% from 2010 to 2014. In 2010, over 21,000 
children whose families lacked sufficient resourc-
es to pay for mental health treatment received 
services through a division of the Missouri De-
partment of Mental Health (DMH) for a serious 
emotional disorder. In 2014, over 24,000 children 
received such services. Some of the increase may 
be due to changes in the eligibility criteria, which 
included an expanded list of behavioral health 
diagnoses that qualify. DMH has also added a 
criterion related to functional level.

Missouri U.S.

5.2

11.4

5.1

11.2

Infant Mortality Rates for 
Missouri and U.S. by Race, 2014

White

Black/
African
Americans

1 March of Dimes. (2013). Long-term health effects of pre-
mature birth. Retrieved January 18, 2016, from http://www.
marchofdimes.org/complications/long-term-health-effects-of-
premature-birth.aspx
2 Missouri Department of Social Services. (2015) The Missouri 
child fatality review program annual report for 2014. (2015). 
Retrieved January 16, 2016, from http://dss.mo.gov/re/pdf/cfra-
r/2014-child-fatality-review-program-annual-report.pdf
3  Based on American Community Survey (ACS) estimates.

per 1,000 live births
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Child Protection & Safety

All children deserve to be safe and secure in 
their living environments, including their home 
as well as community. Missouri KIDS COUNT 
provides data on outcome measures related to 
mortality as well as child maltreatment and 
foster care. 

Missouri KIDS COUNT tracks four outcome 
measures related to children’s protection and 
safety: 

 Child deaths, ages 1-14 (per 100,000)
 Substantiated child abuse/neglect cases  
 and family assessments (per 1,000)
 Children entering/re-entering state 
 custody (per 1,000)1 
 Teen unintentional injuries/homicides/   
 suicides, ages 15-19 (per 100,000)2 

Unintentional injuries, including accidents such 
as falls and drowning, are the leading cause of 
death for children ages 1-4 and 5-14.3 Injuries 
also account for almost three-quarter of 
adolescent deaths in the U.S. However, 
compared to younger children, adolescents are 
much more likely to die from injuries sustained in 
motor vehicle crashes and firearms.4  

In general, overall rates of injury and death 
increase dramatically from childhood to late 
adolescence, due to developmental and social 
factors such as increasing independence and 
more time spent without adult supervision. 
Biology also plays a role. The maturation of brain 
networks responsible for self-regulation does 
not typically occur until late adolescence or early 
adulthood, making teens more likely to engage 
in risk-taking behaviors.5 

Childhood maltreatment includes abuse
(physical, psychological, and sexual) and neglect 
(including medical neglect). Child abuse and 
neglect can adversely affect development, 
health, and well-being in the short and long 
term, and can even result in death. During their 
childhood, abused and neglected children are 
at higher risk of mental health disorders and are 
more likely to have academic problems, to abuse 
substances, and to engage in juvenile 
delinquency.6 The negative trends also 
continue through adulthood; childhood 
maltreatment victims experience higher rates 
of poverty, unemployment, and mental health 
problems.7 

1 Renamed from Out-of-home placement entries.
2 Renamed from Teen violent deaths.
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Child Protection & Safety Child Protection and 
Safety Key Points

Child deaths, 
ages 1-14

(per 100,000)

-10.8%
Improved

2005-
2009

19.4 17.3
compared to 2010-

2014

Substantiated child
abuse/neglect cases

and family assessments
(per 1,000)

+38.2%
Worsened

2010

31.9 44.1
compared to 2014

Child Protection and Safety Outcome Measures

Children entering/
re-entering state

custody (per 1,000)

+18.2%
Worsened

2010

4.4 5.2
compared to 2014

Teen unintentional
injuries/homicides/
suicides, ages 15-19

(per 100,000)

-25.4%
Improved

2005-
2009

63.1 47.1
compared to

2010-
2014
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Outcome Measures

Child Deaths and Teen 
Unintentional Injuries/
Homicides/Suicides
For this domain, the outcome measures provide 
a mixed picture for Missouri children. On the 
positive side, the two mortality measures 
decreased from 2005-2009 to 2010-2014: child 
deaths (-10.8%) and teen unintentional injuries/
homicides/suicides (-25.4%). These decreases are 
part of a nationwide trend. In the U.S., the child 
and teen death rate was 24 per 100,000 in 2013, 
compared to 29 per 100,000 in 2008. The pos-
itive, downward trend in mortality can be at-
tributed to a number of factors, including medical 
advances and increased use of safety measures 
such as seat belts, car seats, and bike helmets.8 
Despite these declines, over 1,000 children ages 
1-14 died in Missouri in 2010-2014 of all causes. 
In addition, nearly 1,000 teens died in the same 
time period from unintentional 
injuries/homicides/suicides. The differential for 
Missouri teens by race in 2014 for homicides was 
particularly stark. For Blacks/African Americans, 
60% of unintentional injuries/homicides/suicides 
were homicides, compared to 4% for Whites. 
The leading cause of teen deaths for Whites was 
motor vehicle accidents. 

Trending negatively is the rate of children 
entering/re-entering state custody. From 2010 to 
2014, the rate of children who entered or re-en-
tered Children’s Division custody increased 18.2% 
from 4.4 to 5.2 children per 1,000.  The national 
foster care rate also increased during the same 
time period, but at a slower rate of 5.9%.9

Children Entering/
Re-entering State 
Custody

Child deaths, 
ages 1-14

(per 100,000)

Teens 15-19
unintentional

injuries/homicides/
suicides 

(per 1,000)

19.4 17.3

63.1

47.1

Missouri Mortality Outcomes 
over Time

2010 2014

Missouri U.S.

2010 2014

State Custody in Missouri and the 
U.S. over Time

4.4 5.2
3.4 3.6
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Substantiated Child 
Abuse/Neglect Cases and 
Family Assessments
Also trending negatively is substantiated child/
abuse neglect cases and family assessments. From 
2010 to 2014, substantiated child/abuse neglect 
cases and family assessments increased 38.2%. 
It should be noted that the increase is mostly 
due to the gains in family assessments,10 which 
increased 40.1% from 2010 to 2014, whereas 
substantiated child abuse and neglect cases only 
increased 3.8%. Nationally, substantiated child 
abuse and neglect cases also increased slightly 
(1.1%) from 2010 to 2014.11 The rate of children 
who received an investigation or alternative 
response (which is similar to the rate of family 
assessments) increased 7.4% in the U.S. during 
the same time period, but not at the same rate as 
Missouri’s family assessments (40.1%. Missouri’s 
rate of substantiated child abuse and neglect is 
less than half the national rate.

Categories of Abuse/Neglect

When it is determined that a child has 
experienced a substantiated case of abuse/
neglect, the case is assigned up to six 
categories. Each case may cover more than 
one category. The graph below shows the 
percent of children who experienced a 
category of abuse/neglect during fiscal year 
2014. Note that the percent total is greater 
than 100 because a child may be substantiat-
ed for up to six categories of abuse/neglect. 
The most prevalent category was neglect, 
followed by physical abuse and sexual abuse.

Neglect

Physical
abuse

Sexual
abuse

Emotional
abuse

Medical 
neglect

Emotional
neglect

64.1%

29.8%

22.6%

7.7%

4.2%

1.4%

Substantiated Children by Category 
of Abuse/Neglect, 2014

Missouri U.S.

4.3 4.5

9.3 9.4

2010 2014

Rate of Child Abuse/Neglect Cases 
in Missouri and the U.S. over Time
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Child Deaths, Ages 1-14 (per 100,000) by County, 2010-2014

Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 26 Jan 2016
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Substantiated Child Abuse/
Neglect Cases and Family 
Assessments (per 1,000)

Outcome Measure:

Number

Rate

20.0 - 33.4

33.5 - 46.0

46.1 - 56.4

56.5 - 67.6

67.7 - 91.9

Missouri (2014) = 44.1

Worsened

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 20142002 2003 2004 Child Abuse/Neglect Cases and Family
Assessments (per 1,000) by County, 2014

Source: Missouri Department of Social Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 09 Mar 2016
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Children Entering/Re-Entering State Custody (per 1,000)
by County, 2014

Source: Missouri Department of Social Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 27 Jan 2016
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Teen Unintentional Injuries/Homicides/Suicides, Ages 15-19
(per 100,000), by County, 2010-2014

Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 27 Jan 2016
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3 ChildStats.gov. (2015). America’s children: Key national indicators of well-being, 2015: Child injury and mortality. Retrieved January 14, 2016, 
from http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/phys7.asp
4 ChildStats.gov. (2015). America’s children: Key national indicators of well-being, 2015: Adolescent injury and mortality. Retrieved January 14, 
2016, from http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/phys7.asp
5 Schwarz, S. W. (2009, October). Adolescent violence and unintentional injury in the United States. New York: National Center for Children in 
Poverty. Retrieved February 1, 2016, from http://nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_890.pdf
6 Office on Child Abuse and Neglect, Department of Health and Human Services. (2003). A coordinated response to child abuse and neglect: The 
foundation for practice. Retrieved August 28, 2006, from the Child Welfare Information Gateway, http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/
foundation/.
7 National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Mental Health. (2009, October). History of childhood maltreatment linked to higher rates 
of unemployment, poverty. Retrieved January 30, 2016, from http://www.nimh.nih.gov/science-news/2009/history-of-childhood-maltreat-
ment-linked-to-higher-rates-of-unemployment-poverty.shtml.
8 Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2014). The 2014 KIDS COUNT data book. Baltimore, MD: Author.
9 U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Chil-
dren’s Bureau. (2015). The AFCARS Report: Preliminary 2014 estimates as of July 2015. Retrieved, January 29, 2016, http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/
default/files/cb/afcarsreport22.pdf
10 Family assessments are counted whether are not services were required. The increase in family assessments since 2010 may be due to actual 
increases in concerns regarding abuse/neglect, but are also likely due to administrative changes (elimination of mandated reporter referrals) and 
legal requirements (change in law that requires all mandated reporters to report; no longer are designees appointed).
11 U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Chil-
dren’s Bureau. (2016). Child maltreatment 2014. Retrieved, January 29, 2016, from http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/afcarsreport22.pdf

Focus on Fatherhood Network
In 2011, the Randolph County Caring 
Community Partnership received a General Pre-
vention grant from the Children’s Trust Fund and 
partnered with colleagues in Saline County to 
implement the Focus on Fatherhood project. 

Today, the Focus on Fatherhood project 
provides education in responsible fatherhood 
and support to families in 11 Missouri counties 
and into Kansas. 

The Focus on Fatherhood concept involves 
collaboration across the human services 
spectrum. Representatives from state and 
community social service agencies, early 
childhood educators, school districts, the 
criminal justice system, the faith community, 
and others contribute their expertise to provide 
both services and training to families as well as to 
develop local capacity to support fathers.

By providing capacity building workshops,
leadership development training, and 
networking opportunities, the Focus on 
Fatherhood Network’s mission is to enhance the 
capacity of service providers throughout the 
region to more effectively serve their clients in 

their client’s role as fathers. 

Focus on Fatherhood utilizes the Strengthening 
Families research-based framework that lifts up 
‘Five Protective Factors’ found to optimize 
positive outcomes for kids:

 Parental resilience
 Social connections
 Concrete support in times of need
 Knowledge of child development and 
 parenting skills
 Knowledge of healthy social and 
 emotional development in young children.

As of 2015, Focus on Fatherhood has directly 
supported nearly 1000 fathers.

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS



Missouri KIDS COUNT 2016 Data Book Release 57

Education

Early childhood, elementary, and secondary 
education provide the foundation for children’s 
future success in our society. Preparing children 
for school, maximizing their development and 
achievement in all arenas, and ensuring that they 
stay in school are key goals to helping all Missouri 
children have the chance to be productive adults. 
For Missouri to be a significant economic 
competitor in the future, the state will need a 
highly educated and skilled workforce. 

From economists to military generals, the 
importance of early childhood education has 
been touted as one of the most logical and 
cost-effective ways to address problems in the 
education pipeline. High quality early 
learning experiences provide the building blocks 
for children’s school readiness. Research has 
demonstrated the positive impact of good 
preschool programs on children’s future 
academic success. Compared to peers who did 
not participate in early education programs, 
children who attend high quality preschools are:

 more likely to have better grades
 less likely to repeat grades
 less likely to need special education 
 classes
 more likely to graduate high school and   
 enroll in college. 
 less likely to engage in criminal behavior  
 throughout life
 more likely to be employed
 more likely to have higher earnings
 less likely to depend on public assistance
 less likely to become teenage parents1 

Adolescence is another crucial developmental 
period in a child’s life. There are several key 
developmental milestones that must be met 
to ensure a successful transition to productive 
adulthood, ranging from the most basic—
surviving the teen years and avoiding criminal 
activity—to milestones required for higher level 
functioning in the adult world, such as succeed-
ing in school and delaying starting a family and 
childrearing responsibilities. Recent advances in 
understanding how adolescent brains develop 
demonstrate that teens do not have many of the 
neural structures in place required for 
appropriate and consistent self-regulation, which 
often leads them to make decisions not in their 
best interests.

Missouri KIDS COUNT tracks two outcome 
measures related to educational success:

 Annual high school dropouts
 Births to teens, ages 15-19

In addition, four other education-related 
contextual indicators are reported:

 English language learners
 Licensed child care capacity (per 1,000   
 children)
 Accredited child care facilities
 Juvenile law violation referrals, ages 10-17  
 (per 1,000)
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Education Key Points

Annual high
school dropouts

-24.2%
Improved

2010

3.3% 2.5%
compared to 2014

Births to teens
ages 15-19
(per 1,000)

-26.5%
Improved

2010

37.0 27.2
compared to 2014

English language
learners

+36.4%

2010

19,986 27,268

compared to 2014

Licensed child care
capactiy 

(per 1,000)

+10.3%

2010

105.8 116.7

compared to 2014

Accredited child
care facilities

-23.9%

2010

557 424

compared to 2014

Juvenile law violation
referrals, ages 10-17

(per 1,000)

-41.7%

2010

50.9 29.7

compared to 2014

Education Outcome Measures

Education Contextual Indicators
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29.7

Outcome Measures

Annual High School 
Dropouts
In comparison to the base years, the educational 
outlook for Missouri children is positive. The 2014 
annual high school dropout rate of 2.5% was the 
lowest seen in decades, and a decrease from the 
2010 rate of 3.3%. Although the Missouri rate 
may seem low, over 6,500 students dropped 
out of public high schools during the 2013-2014 
school year, increasing their risks of economic 
insecurity and other negative outcomes. 

Missouri’s high school graduation rate has also 
improved over time, from 78.6% in 2011 to 87.3% 
in 2014.1  With respect to graduation rates, Mis-
souri has slightly outperformed the nation.2 

The outcome measure births to teens has 
decreased dramatically since 1990 in Missouri 
as well as the U.S. Teen mothers are more likely 
than other young women to drop out of school, 
remain unmarried and become single parents, 
and live in poverty and rely on public assistance.3  
The children of teen mothers also face adverse 
consequences since teen mothers are less likely 
to have the necessary financial resources, social 
supports, and parenting skills to ensure healthy 
child development. Between 2008 and 2012, 
births to teens decreased by 26.5%, from 37.0 
to 27.2 births per 1,000 females ages 15-19—the 
biggest improvement of any of the outcome 
measures in Missouri KIDS COUNT. However, 
Missouri’s rate is slightly higher than the 24.2 for 
the entire U.S.4  In 2014, about 5,200 teens gave 
birth in Missouri. Although the number of teens 
giving birth has fallen over time, thousands of 
teen mothers and their children remain at risk for 
poverty, unemployment/underemployment, and 
health problems.

Births to Teens

Missouri

2011 2014

78.6% 87.3%

High School Graduation Rates

U.S.

2011 2014
79% 82.3%

1
 National Center For Educational Statistics. (n.d.) Table 1. Public high school 

4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR), by race/ethnicity and selected 
demographics for the United States, the 50 states, and the District of Columbia: 
School year 2013–14. Retrieved January 29, 2016, from http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/
tables/ACGR_RE_and_characteristics_2013-14.asp2

 Stetser, M., and Stillwell, R. (2014). Public high school four-year on-time gradua-
tion rates and event dropout rates: School years 2010–11 and 2011–12. First Look 
(NCES 2014-391). U.S. Department of Education. Washington, DC: National 
Center for Education Statistics. 3

 National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. (2013, May.). 
Why it matters: Teen childbearing and child welfare. Retrieved February 1, 2016, 
from http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/why-it-matters/pdf/Childbear-
ing-ChildWelfare.pdf4

 Hamilton, B.E.,  Martin, J.A.,  Osterman, M.J.K.,  Curtin, S.C., & Mathews, T.J. 
(2015).  Births:  Final Data for 2014.  National Vital Statistics Reports, 64(12), 1-64.  
Retrieved from  http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr64/nvsr64_12.pdf.
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Annual High School Dropout Rate by County, 2014

Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 26 Jan 2016
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Missouri (2014) = 2.5%

Rate of Births to Teens, Ages 15-19 (per 1,000)
by County, 2014

Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 2015
Map Created By: University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA)

Map Created On: 26 Jan 2016
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Based on academic achievement data, the results 
for Missouri are mixed. The National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP) is administered 
every two years to a sample of students across 
the U.S. and measures achievement in math and 
reading in grades 4 and 8. Over time, 
Missouri has made good progress in reading in 
both grades 4 and 8. In 2015, Missouri ranked 

5 Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. (n.d.). Data dashboard. Retrieved January 29, 2016, from http://
dese.mo.gov/top-10-20/data-dashboard

The Community Partnership of the Ozarks has 
long focused on early childhood care and 
education.  The partnership’s work began in 
1999 with a Success By 6 grant, along with 
HB1519 funding from the Department of Social 
Services.  Their work continues, and with each 
passing year, the credibility of these programs 
and collaborations has grown.

The Community Partnership of the Ozark’s 
Early Care and Education Collaborative leads 
an integrated community focus, involving more 
than 40 agency and governmental 
partners, to ensure the success of young 
children and families.  The community gives 
primary attention to kindergarten readiness 
because research suggests a long-term 
economic cost to communities and individuals 
when young students begin their educations 
unprepared.  

As one local leader put it, “We kicked the door 
in and shined the light on some growing 
concerns in our community.”  

Through many conversations and much 
collaboration the Every Child Promise took hold 
in Springfield:  

Every Child Promise

26th in grade 4 reading and 17th in grade 8 
reading. However, math scores are declining. 
Compared to 2011, grades 4 and 8 math scores 
declined in 2015. Missouri’s 2015 ranks for math 
were 29th for grade 4 and 32nd for grade 8.5  The 
average ACT score has remained fairly constant 
in Missouri over time; in 2011 it was 21.6, and in 
2014 it was 21.7.

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS

 To empower families so that every child 
 age birth to six has the opportunity to   
 enter our schools ready to learn.  

Springfield established a bold set of strategic 
imperatives to ensure that children have the best 
possible start in life and enter schools ‘ready to 
learn.’

To date, the Every Child Promise initiative has 
leveraged $1.2 million in private dollars to 
support early childhood pilot programs in 
Springfield.  Success from the pilots will be used 
to target additional community investment in 
early childhood programming.
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Math
Grade 4

Math
Grade 8

38.4% 31.4%

Reading
Grade 4

Reading
Grade 8

36.3% 36.3%

NAEP Percentage of Missouri Students Scoring At or Above Proficient in 
Math and Reading

2011 2013 2015

NAEP Percentage of Missouri Students Scoring At or Above Proficient

Math Grade 4
Math Grade 8

Reading Grade 4

Reading Grade 8

   2011  2013  2015

Math Grade 4  41.0%  38.8%  38.4%

Math Grade 8  32.0%  32.6%  31.4%

Reading Grade 4 34.0%  35.1%  36.3%

Readng Grade 8 35.0%  35.8%  36.3%
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The contextual indicators related to early 
childhood education and youth development 
present a mixed picture for Missouri. On the 
positive side, the licensed child care capacity rate 
per 1,000 children increased 10.3% from 2010 to 
2014, which means that there are more licensed 
child care slots available for Missouri’s children. 
On the negative side, the number of accredit-
ed child care facilities has dropped 23.9% from 
2010 to 2014. In 2014, there were 424 accredited 
facilities compared to 557 in 2010. In Missouri, 
accreditation is the only statewide indicator of 
early childhood and afterschool program qual-
ity. Accredited facilities demonstrate that their 
program meets the accrediting entity’s standards 
for quality. Accreditation standards go beyond 
licensing requirements and address every aspect 
of a program’s operation. Increasing the number 
of accredited programs in Missouri will enhance 
the overall quality of child care in Missouri.

As would be expected in our state as it becomes 
more demographically and culturally diverse, 
the number of children who are English language 
learners increased by a robust 36.4% from 2010 
to 2014. In 2014, over 27,000 children in public 
schools spoke primarily another language at 
home besides English.

Missouri’s approach to juvenile justice —“The 
Missouri Approach”— has been recognized 
across the nation as a successful system model.6  
Instead of using a traditional correctional model, 
the Missouri Approach implements a therapeutic 
youth development approach that focuses on 
prevention and early intervention for youth at 
the front-end of the system, as well as compre-
hensive treatment approaches for young people 
who have progressed in the system and are at 
highest risk for re-offending. This broad-based 
approach works with the entire family and 
actively engages the community. The results are 
striking; from 2010 to 2014, the rate of juvenile 
law violation referrals has decreased 41.7%. The 
outcomes are also striking. The recidivism rate 
for youth is less than 8% annually, and Missouri 
youth who go through the system are more likely 
to earn high school credits (91%) compared to 
the national average (46%).7 

Licensed Child Care 
Capactiy

Improved

+10.3%

Accredited Child Care 
Facilities

Worsened

-23.9%

Juvenile Law 
Violation
Referrals

-41.7%
Improved

6  Missouri Department of Social Services. (2010). The Missouri Ap-
proach. Retrieved January 20, 2016, from missouriapproach.org
 7 Missouri Youth Services Institute. (n.d.). The Missouri Approach 
works. Retrieved January 20, 2016, from http://www.mysiconsulting.
org
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Upcoming Outcome and 
Indicator Changes for 2018

The Missouri KIDS COUNT (MKC) indicators, 
selected as proxies for the well-being of children, 
have been relatively consistent over the nearly 
quarter century in which they have been released 
on an annual basis. However, over time, 
administrative data sources – our state agencies 
and other partners – need to change either the 
data that they collect or the manner in which 
they collect. To ensure the MKC indicators are 
accurate, reliable proxies for describing the 
well-being of Missouri’s children, MKC 
conducted a review of its existing indicators as 
well as researched and developed some new 
indicators to be included in future MKC reports, 
state and county profiles, and web-based data 
applications. 

The MKC Indicators Review Committee included 
members with research and technical expertise 
on content and methodology, the perspectives of 
FACT Board members and Community 
Partnerships, the public policy/advocacy and 
service provider communities, administrative 
data providers, and MKC partners’ staff. 

The MKC Indicators Review Committee reviewed 
existing indicators, recommended new 
indicators, and made recommendations 
regarding how the presentation of indicators 
should be organized. The work of this group was 
presented to and accepted by the FACT Board in 
December of 2015.

Highlights of the recommendations:

 Adopt the domains used by the Annie E.  
 Casey  Foundation to organize MKC 
 Indicators. These domains include: 
  
  Economic Well-Being 
  Family & Community 
  Education
  Health 

 Incorporate domain indices in MKC 
 bi-annual data books as well as in the MKC  
 data tool. 
 Add county-based regions to the    
 MKC data tool.
 Test the use of zip code/ZCTA-level data  
 for Missouri’s densely populated areas   
 where such analysis is possible. 
 Add a population density i.e., 
 characteristic to the data tool – ie., rural,  
 suburban, urban (RUCA or  Issermann).
 Maintain the Minority Profile for the state  
 of Missouri, expanding to include all 
 outcome indicators, contextual indicators,  
 and demographic indicators for which   
 data by race and ethnicity are available. 
 Contine to collect and make available   
 through the MKC data tool historic 
 indicators (including those 
 recommended to no longer be used on   
 the annual county and state pages)   
 to facilitate longitudinal analysis by users. 

 



Missouri KIDS COUNT 2016 Data Book Release66

Contextual Indicators
 Children in poverty  under 6 (ACS)
 Children in poverty, 6-17 (SAIPE)
 Housing cost-burdened (family 
 households paying rent with children  
 under 18 & incomes at 80% or below  
 the county median)
 ACS family households with children  
 under 18 at  185% and 200% of 
 poverty level2 
 SNAP participation
 Median income family household   
 with children under 18 
 Adult unemployment
 Child homelessness as reported to   
 DESE3 

Family & Community

Outcome Measures
 Births to teens
 Substantiated abuse/neglect cases

Contextual Indicators

 Teen unintentional injury/homicides/
 suicides4 
 Single parent head-of-household with  
 children under 18
 Juvenile law violation referrals
 Annual high school dropout rate
 Children entering/reentering state custody5

 Children living in high poverty areas

Education

Outcome Measures

 Graduation rate
 Achievement (3rd/8th reading and   
 4th/8th math)
 ACT (% proficient for career/college   
 readiness)6 

Contextual Indicators
 Licensed child care capacity as rate per 
 10,ooo 
 Accredited early childhood facilities  
 per licensed child care capacity 7 
 School attendance, grades K-12

1 Feeding America’s ‘Map the Meals’ indicator.
2 Both 185% and 200% will be added to Data Tool, 200% on state and 
county pages).
 3 As per the McKenney/Vento Act, also consider MHDC community 
counts to include homelessness index.
4  Renamed from Teen violent death.
5  Renamed from Out-of-home placement.
6  Will be integrated into MKC when there are three years data available.
7  This can be calculated for centers/programs immediately. Exploring 
shift to ‘slots.’
8 Emergency department visits.
9  MoDOT data.
10 ED visits – primary focus on alcohol/drug abuse related visits. Also 
considering specific mental health disorders. 
11  DESE.

Economic Well-Being

Outcome Measures
 Children in poverty under 18 (SAIPE)
 Food insecurity for children1 

Preview of MKC 2018 
Changes by Domain

Indicators in bold and in color are new.
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Education

Health

Outcome Measures

 Full-term low birthweight infants
 Preventable hospitalizations for all   
 causes for children under 18
 Child asthma rates 8

Contextual Indicators
 Infant mortality
 Child deaths 1-17
 Child deaths 1-14
 Child deaths 15-17
 Teen suicide
 Non-seat belt automobile fatalities   
 children under 18 9 
 Mental/behavioral disorders 10 
 Health insurance
 School attendance, grades 9-1211 

Demographics

Contextual Indicators

 Child population under 18
 Children under 18 as percent of total 
 population
 Child population under 6
 Children under 6 as percent of total 
 population
 Total population
 Minority child population under 18
 Minority child population under 18 as 
 percent of child population
 Minority child population  under 6
 Minority child population under 6 as 
 percent of child population
 Children in single-parent families
 Minority children in single-parent    
 families
 Children in married-parent families

Phelps County and the surrounding area seemed 
to have what families need:  good schools, a movie 
theatre, grocery stores, parks, a community center, 
a hospital, friendly neighbors.

Something was missing, though. Families who had 
children with developmental and other disabilities 
experienced gaps in service and support. According 
to Jean Darnell, executive director of The Commu-
nity Partnership in Rolla, those gaps were causing 
those families to move away.  

Darnell understood their frustration, having given 
birth to preemie twins with special needs. “I’d hear 
stories from other mothers when we’d go to 
therapy or doctor appointments.  I had a 
disturbing call one day from an overwhelmed 
mom. She told me that she would leave her baby 
with special needs and another young sibling alone 
while she fled her apartment every day for a walk 
to clear her head. I remember thinking that our 
community could do better.”

The community did do better. The Community 
Partnership created the Capable Kids and Families® 
Program, offering a therapeutic equipment lending 
library, home visitation, playgroups in an on-site 
adaptive playroom and other resources.

“Families are also drawing support from each 
other,” said Darnell.  “They form close bonds and 
sometimes enjoy activities together outside of 
Capable Kids and Families®. The community
 embraced the program, and families feel that 
support and are encouraged.”

Capable 
Kids and 

Families® 
Program

WHY COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Data Notes and Sources

Outcome Measures

Economic Well-Being

Children under 18 in poverty
Estimated percentage of related children under 
age 18 who live in families with incomes below 
the U.S. poverty threshold, as defined by the 
Bureau of the Census. The federal poverty 
threshold depends on the number of adults and 
children in a family. In 2014, the federal 
poverty threshold for a family of two adults and 
two children was $24,008. The figures are based 
on the Small Area and Income Poverty Estimates 
(SAIPE) provided by the Census Bureau. SAIPE 
estimates are based on statistical models that 
include data from the American Community 
Survey (ACS) as well as summary data from 
SNAP participation, Supplemental Security 
Income recipiency, federal income tax returns, 
and economic data from the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis (BEA). 
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Small 
Area Income and Poverty Estimates, Bureau of the 
Census.

Births to mothers without a high 
school diploma
Number of live births that occur to women who 
have less than 12 years of education as indicated 
on a child’s birth certificate. Rate is expressed as 
percent of all live births. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and 
Senior Services.

Health

Low birthweight infants
Number of live infants recorded as having a birth 
weight under 2,500 grams (five pounds, eight 
ounces). Rate is expressed as a percent of total 
live births. Data were aggregated over five-year 
periods in order to provide more stable rates. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and 
Senior Services.

Infant mortality
Number of deaths to infants under one year of 
age. Rate is expressed per 1,000 live births. Data 
were aggregated over five-year periods in order 
to provide more stable rates. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services.

Child Protection 
& Safety

Child deaths, ages 1-14
Number of deaths from all causes to children 
ages 1 to 14. Rate is expressed per 100,000 
children of that age group. Data were 
aggregated over five-year periods in order to 
provide more stable rates. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services; U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census; Missouri Office of Administration, 
Division of Budget and Planning.
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Health

Child Protection 
& Safety

Substantiated child abuse/neglect
cases and family assessments

Unduplicated number of children with a 
substantiated child abuse/neglect investigation 
or a family assessment (per 1,000 children). 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census; Missouri Office of Administration, Division 
of Budget and Planning.

Children entering/re-entering 
state custody

Number of unduplicated children entering or 
re-entering Children’s Division custody during the 
calendar year. Rate is expressed per 1,000 
children. 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census; Missouri Office of Administration, Division 
of Budget and Planning. 

Teen unintentional injuries/
homicides/suicides, ages 15-19

Number of deaths from homicides, suicides, 
motor vehicle crashes, and other accidents to 
teens ages 15 to 19. This measure does not 
include deaths due to disease or illness. Rate is 
expressed per 100,000 teens of that age group. 
Data were aggregated over five-year periods in 
order to provide more stable rates. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services; U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census; Missouri Office of Administration, 
Division of Budget and Planning.

Education

Annual high school dropouts

Number of students (grades 9 through 12) 
enrolled in public schools who left school during 
the school year without graduating. Rate is 
expressed as percent of enrolled students. The 
formula used to calculate the rate accounts for 
transfers in and out of a district. This measure is 
an event dropout rate, not a status dropout rate. 
Years indicated are school years; for example, 
2014 indicates the 2013-2014 school year. 
Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education.

Births to teens, ages 15-19

Number of live births that occur to females ages 
15 to 19. Rate is expressed per 1,000 females of 
that age group. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services; Missouri Office of Administration, 
Division of Budget and Planning.
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Contextual Indicators

Economic Well-Being

Students enrolled in free/reduced 
price lunch
Number of students who are enrolled in the free 
or reduced price National School Lunch Program. 
Generally, children from households with 
incomes less than 130% of poverty are eligible for 
free lunches; those from households below 185% 
of poverty are eligible for reduced price lunch-
es. Rate is expressed as percent of total school 
enrollment. 
Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education; Missouri Office of 
Administration, Division of Budget and Planning.

Children under 6 in poverty

Percentage of related children under age six who 
live in families with incomes below the U.S. 
poverty threshold, based on the American 
Community Survey (ACS). For counties with a 
population greater than 65,000, the 2014 ACS 
estimate is reported; for counties with less than 
65,000, the 2010-2014 estimate is reported. 
Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
the Census, American Community Survey.

Children in single-parent families

Percentage of related children under age 18 who 
live in families headed by a person without a 
spouse present in the home. For counties with 
a population greater than 65,000, the 2014 ACS 
estimate is reported; for counties with less than 
65,000, the 2010-2014 estimate is reported.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
the Census, American Community Survey.

Children in families receiving child 
care assistance
Average number of children participating in the 
child care subsidy program per month. Rate is 
expressed per 1,000 children under 18 in poverty. 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census.

Children in families receiving 
Temporary Assistance
Average monthly percentage of children under 
age 18 that live in households receiving public 
assistance under Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF). 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census; Missouri Office of Administration, Division 
of Budget and Planning.

Children in families receiving SNAP

Average monthly percent of children under age 
18 who live in households receiving benefits 
under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), also known as food stamps. 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census; Missouri Office of Administration, Division 
of Budget and Planning.
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Average annual wage/salary
Average annual wage/salary per job. County data 
indicate annual wage/salary for all jobs located in 
that county. Employees may live in a 
different county from where they work. 
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
Economic Analysis.

Adult unemployment

Percentage of civilian labor force (non-
institutional population 16 and older) that is 
unemployed and actively looking for work. 
Source: Missouri Department of Economic 
Development, Division of Employment Security.

Health

Children eligible for MO HealthNet 
for Kids

Average monthly percentage of children under 
age 18 who have applied for and have been 
certified eligible for participation in MO 
HealthNet for Kids, Missouri’s health insurance 
program for children in low-income families, 
either through managed care or traditional 
fee-for-service providers. 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census; Missouri Office of Administration, Division 
of Budget and Planning.

Children receiving public mental 
health services
An unduplicated count of children receiving 
treatment through a division of the Missouri 
Department of Mental Health (DMH) for serious 
emotional disorders (SED) as of January 1st of the 
year reported for whom DMH provided a service 
in that calendar year. Eligibility for services is 
based on family need as well as functional status 
level and behavioral health diagnosis. 
Source: Missouri Department of Mental Health.

Education

English language learners

Number of children reported by school districts 
as having limited English language skills. 
Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education.

Licensed child care capacity

Number of spaces in licensed family child care 
homes, group child care homes, and child care 
centers. Rate is expressed per 1,000 children 
under 18. 
Source: Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services; U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of 
the Census.

Accredited child care facilities

Number of child care centers accredited by 
National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC), Missouri Accreditation 
(MO-A), National Association for Family Child 
Care (NAFCC), National Afterschool Association 
(NAA), National Early Childhood Program 
Accreditation (NECPA), Council on Accreditation 
(COA), and the Commission on Accreditation of 
Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF). 
Source: Child Care Aware® of Missouri.

Juvenile law violations referrals, ages 
10-17
Number of referrals to juvenile courts in Missouri 
for acts that would be violations of the 
Missouri Criminal Code if committed by an adult. 
The count represents separately disposed court 
referrals, not individual youth. Rate is expressed 
per 1,000 youths ages 10 through 17. 
Source: Missouri Department of Social Services; 
Missouri Office of Administration; U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Demographics

Child population

Total resident population under age 18, including 
dependents of the Armed Forces personnel 
stationed in the area, based on the American 
Community Survey (ACS). 
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census; Missouri Office of Administration, 
Division of Budget and Planning.

Children as percent of total 
population
Percentage of total population that is under age 
18, based on the American Community Survey 
(ACS).
 Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census; Missouri Office of Administration, 
Division of Budget and Planning.

Minority children
Percentage of children under age 18 who are 
identified as non -White, based on the American 
Community Survey (ACS). 
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census; Missouri Office of Administration, 
Division of Budget and Planning.
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To see more Missouri KIDS COUNT data 
and to learn more about Missouri KIDS COUNT 

please visit 
mokidscount.org


